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A DRAFT designation order for the creation of a new 
town at Bracknell has been issued. The new town 
is intended .to accommodate people from Hayes, 
Southall, Brentford, Chiswick, Harlington, Heston. 
Isleworth and Twickenham. 701 


AN ILLUSTRATED brochure on “ School Design and 
Construction, 1948,” has been published by the 
Lancashire County Council Education Committee. 
It gives details of 15 new schools designed, with one 
exception, by the County Council's Architect's 
Department. 702 


AT its meeting on Tuesday the London County 
Council was asked to approve a statement of 
evidence to be submitted to the Committee of 
Inquiry into the qualifications of planners. The 
statement, which describes fully the organisation 
and staffing of the Council’s planning work and 
the qualifications of its various technical officers, 
points out the need for a substantial increase in the 
numbers of well-trained and qualified planners, in 
the absence of which local authorities are competing 
for existing staff. 712 
AFTER being in operation for more than 12 months 
incentive schemes are the subject of informal 
progress reports made by employers’ and operatives’ 
representatives. Mr. Stanley Hearder, Director, 
N.F.B.T.E., emphasises that the National Federa- 
tion are in favour of incentives being operated on 





an. ever-increasing scale, while Mr. Richard 
Coppock, Secretary, N.F.B.T.O., urges joint 
collaboration as being one of the best methods of 
achieving success with incentives. 714 


THE importance of prompt decisions in building 
and development work was stressed by Capt. Ernest 
Marples, M.P., when he addressed the annual 
luncheon of the Central Area No. 3 of the 
L.M.B.A. He instanced two contracts for similar 
schools on the South Coast, one of which was 
finished nine months after the other, after an equal 
start, solely because no decisions could be 
obtained from the local authority. 717 
Tue last in the present series of “Price Build-up 
To-day,” by “Cain” (V. C. Abell), is concerned 
with Painter. A new series by Mr. Abell will 
commence in the New Year. 717 


Tue use of hardboard in building as an alternative 
material to plywood is dealt with in some detail in 

an article by Mr. R. G. Bateson, M.A., a Principal 
Scientific Officer, Ministry of Works. 718 
THe Government has requested all local authorities 
in Britain to avoid the use of concrete in the con- 
struction of new housing and industrial estate 
roads in future. 

Mr. Joun A. PINCKHEARD, A.R.1.B.A., speaking at 
a recent meeting of the Housing Centre, said that 
although the average size of houses had been in- 
creased since the war and there was less coal avail- 
able, the problems of heating could be solved by 
planning and the correct use of fuels and 
appliances. 

Tue point that the present shortage of labour in the 
plastering trade is due to apprentices not being 
given interesting work to do and therefore being 
encouraged to join the ranks of the labourers, who 
might be getting about a shilling an hour more, 
was made by Mr. H. Humber, president of the 
London Master Plasterers’ Association, in London 
last week. 721 


719 


721 
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INNS AND THE NEW TOWNS 


SURPRISE has been expressed in many quarters at 

the Government's declared intention to “run” 
the public houses of the New Towns, under powers 
which it intends to take under the new Licensing Bill. 
The precedent for this, claim the protagonists of the 
Bill, is the “ Carlisle Undertaking” set up in 1916 by 
Mr. Lloyd George, then Minister of Munitions, to 
acquire by State purchase all breweries, public houses 
and other licensed premises in an area of nearly 500 
square miles, and in two other smaller areas. Sup- 
porters of the new measure point to the fact that the 
Carlisle Undertaking, at first regarded by the Trade 
with misgiving, has long been recognised as a success 
by temperance reformers, licensing magistrates, archi- 
tects and brewers, and they wish to see extended to the 
New Towns the benefits which Government control 
has undoubtedly brought to the Border area 

Even if one accepts, as most informed people do, 
that the great improvement in the design of public 
houses which took place between the two wars was 
undoubtedly due to the example set at Carlisle and 
elsewhere by Mr. Harry Redfern, F.R.1.B.A., and his 
staff of able assistants, the extension of the principle 
to the New Towns is without justification. The Car- 
lisle Undertaking was promoted to meet a particular 
situation in which a large temporary population en- 
gaged on munition making, with too much money to 
spend on too little wholesome recreation, had recourse 
to out-of-date public houses, many little better 
than drinking dens. That situation was not general 
in 1916, and hardly exists to-day when the public 
house is among the best designed buildings to be found, 
whether in city, town or countryside. One has only 
to think of the typical late-Victorian public house— 
with its poor plan and vulgar elevations, its interior 
walls covered with mirror glass almost obscured by 
frosted and gilt patterns; its elaborate glass-and-wood 
counter screens with pivoted peepholes; its cast-iron 
tables with perforated cabriole legs and marble tops; 
its drab red plush benches—to realise the revolution 
which has taken place in design. So much rebuilding 
has been done, in addition to entirely new work, that 
few of these bad old buildings are left; so few, indeed, 
that we must not be surprised if, before long, there 
should be a movement to preserve them as quaint 
curiosities or as evidences of Victorian social life: 
already some of our minor poets are beginning to 
write sentimental verse about pitch-pine pews in late 
Victorian Gothic churches. : 

What reason can there be, it may be asked, to bring 
the licensed premises of the New Towns under State 
control? And what guarantee is there that if powers 
to do so are granted by Parliament, the next step will 
not be to bring the whole of the licensed premises 
of the country under similar jurisdiction? We shall 
do well in this matter to remember the “ inevitability 
of gradualness ” and to recall that not only is the safe- 
guard of the public in the hands of the licensing 
benches, but also that the whole of the public house 
design and management has been so thoroughly ex- 
plored that, with care, it is now almost impossible to go 
wrong. This does not mean that the subject is a simple 
one; indeed, it is complex. Every locality has to be 
considered on its merits and the right tyne of accom- 
modation provided. The late Basil Oliver’s book 
“The Renaissance of the English Public House” 
(Faber and Faber, Ltd.), published rather more than 
a year ago, will be known to everyone interested as 
pe a — 9g on the rege er wanes 
an ully illustra’ a ans. 
booklet which may be Blanes: go supplementary to 
this, by Elizabeth and Gilbert McAllister. just 
published under the title “The Inn and the Garden 
City” (Batsford, 5s.). is of interest as recording the 
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experience of Welwyn Garden City in providing public 
houses for an entirely new community. The plan fol- 
lowed by the Company was to invite a number of brew- 
ing firms who had been responsible for providing such 
facilities on some of the L.C.C. housing estates to make 
offers for the concession and to submit in memorandum 
form the general lines of policy to be followed. The 
highest offer, it is stated, was not accepted; the conces- 
sion was sold to a company whose general approach to 
the problems of management “ best fitted in with the 
ideals associated with the new town.” The following 
broad conclusions, which “stand out as the product of 
the Welwyn Garden City experiment,” should be of 
interest to those who will have the responsibility of 
providing similar facilities for the New Towns. We 
quote from the booklet : — 

There should be one large community centre pub. with a 
restaurant, dance hall and facilities for outdoor recreation. 

In the main, the pubs. should be of a smaller type but 
each should have an assembly hall for parties, small dinners 
and regular meetings of many organisations. 

One or two of the smaller pubs. should also have facili- 
ties for outdoor recreation, particularly a bowling green, 
which should not be available for casual play (no turf will 
stand up to that), but should be leased to a properly consti- 
tuted bowling club. 

All pubs, should provide meals as well as drink; these 
ae be reasonably priced and consist of plain, well-cooked 
are. 

Where, on any estate on which development is taking 
place, there are already old inns and pubs., these should be 
preserved intact and seldom, if ever, enlarged and recon- 
structed; as far as possible, building development should 
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not crowd in upon them, but, on the contrary, as much open 
space as possible should be allowed round 5 

Clubs should be permitted, where there is a substantia! 
valid reason—but the indiscriminate consent to applications 
for club registration should be strongly resisted. 

Hotels should be granted such licence facilities as are 
desirable, having regard to whether they are primarily resi- 
dential hotels or hotels catering for the travelling public. 

The booklet, which is written in a popular style, is in 
no sense a text book. It contains several excellent 
photographic illustrations of the Welwyn Garden City 
public houses, the new ones having been designed by 
Mr. R. G. Muir, F.R.1.B.A., but unfortunately from the 
architect's point of view no plans are shown. An attrac- 
tive bird’s-eye view perspective drawing of the town is 
reproduced inside the covers, back and front. 

Throughout this booklet the authors almost consis- 
tently use the word “pub.” It is odd that while those 
Victorian products the “ public library” and the “ pub- 
lic baths” sound, as they are, most respectable insti- 
tutions, the “public house” sounds slightly un- 
pleasant, while “pub” is positively objectionable. 
We wish that a _ better and more expressive 
name could be found for what has now become 
a recognised amenity of social life. How much 
more pleasant-sounding are those older 
“inn,” “hostelry”” and “ tavern.” 

Finally, we trust that the new inns of the New Towns 
—managed in our normal British custom by the private 
brewers, and designed by their architects, as they 
should be—may not be unduly “ modern” in appear- 
ance. Boniface has never seemed quite happy in a 
streamlined setting. 


names 





NOTES AND NEWS 


Buildings, Bye-laws and Blunders. 

HE efforts of a number of homeless 

_ people to build their own homes, of 
which the “ Briar Patch” case is only 
one, has set a correspondent ruminating 
on doubtful building and kindred sub- 
jects. Many of these buildings contra- 
vene building regulations but (says our 
correspondent) “it is fortunate that 
regulations are not retrospective; if they 
were, how much building would have to 
go! Nearly all our ancient cottages, now 
treasured as precious examples of ver- 
nacular building art, would be condemned 
as sub-standard under the Model Build- 
ing bye-laws, and there would be little 
left of existing towns and cities if every 
building had to be fireproof. And what 
of buildings which embody defects which 
have gone undetected by the local in- 
spector? I know of a house built not so 
long ago in which the staircase headroom 
is no more than about 5 ft. 6 in. Any 
man of medium height, going absent- 
mindedly up these stairs, would almost 
certainly brain himself. All strangers 
to the house are, in fact, warned to 
* duck.’ 

“Then think of the thousands of 
flimsy shacks and’ bungalows that line 
our coasts and the banks of the upper 
reaches of the Thames. If only town 
planning had come in time to prevent 
all this offensiveness! Some of _ these 
structures, I believe, avoid being rated as 
houses and are classed as vehicles in con- 
sequence of their having attached to 
them four small wheels, such as one finds 
on a child’s wooden horse. Mobility is 
neither possible nor contemplated. Such 
evasions of the law, on technical grounds, 
are as fantastic as that famous ‘ Mis- 
leading Case’ of A. P. Herbert, ‘ Port 
to Port,’ in which a motor car that had 
collided with a vessel of shallow draught 
on the flooded Chiswick Mall was held 
to be a ship subject to the Regulations 
for the Prevention of Collisions at Sea! 

From to impossible building is 
but a step. The story of the architect 
who forgot. the staircase is probably 


apocryphal, but it is a fact that in the 
winning design in a small house competi- 
tion the ground and first-floor flues failed 
to meet. No doubt the mistake would 
have been discovered in time, for no self- 
respecting builder likes the idea of dis- 
charging the smoke of the dining-room 
fire into the bedroom above. 

“ Oversights, too, can be embarrassing 
to sensitive natures. There is the story 
of the American architect who forgot to 
include a bathroom in his plan and 
decided to adopt the unconventional ex- 
pedient of hanging it out of a bedroom 
window on chains. It is recorded that the 
builder, after looking at the plans, went 
behind a tree and sobbed like a child. 
The architect by this time was on his 
~~ to Paris to drown his memories in 

ock, 


Memorials to Archbishops. 

AN appeal has been issued by the Dean 
and Chapter of Canterbury for support 
for a £7,000 project to establish at the 
Cathedral memorials to the late Arch- 
bishops Lang and Temple. The 
memorial to Archbishop Lang is to take 
the form of the re-establishment of St. 
Stephens Chapel, which has not been 
used for its proper purpose for many 
centuries. A plan has been prepared by 
Mr. J. L. Denman, F.R.I.B.A. The 

roposal is to erect an altar, to place 

low the east window a panel in three 
concave plaques illustrating the Cruci- 
fixion in the centre, with St. Stephen as 
Martyr on one side and as Saint on the 
other. Dedicating: lettering will be cut 
round the upper part of the apsidal 
walling. The existing Purbeck marble 
paving will be resurfaced and polished, 
together with the shafting. A banner 
bearing the Arms of the Archbishop will 
be suspended between the apses. The 
cenotaph of Archbishop Tait will be 
moved to a more suitable position in 
order that the whole transept formed 
by the Chapels of St. Stephen and St. 
Martin may be a unity. 


The Temple Memorial. 


_ RESPONSIBILITY for the Temple memo- 
rial rests with Mr. S. E. Fa aa 


M.A., F.R.1.B.A. In this work the Chapter 
are following the known concern of the 
Archbishop that the Cathedral should 
possess one part established for empha- 
sising the work of the Church overseas. 

While the Chapel of St. John the 
Evangelist in the south transept will form 
the actual memorial, the two Chapels of 
St. John and St. Gregory will be restored 
to use. The altars and pavements will 
be of choice marbles with rails of 
wrought silver. The windows of each 
chapel will be filled with stained glass 
containing small scenes in medallions on 
a grisaille ground of rich colour. A four- 
sided lectern will be surmounted by a 
globe showing the — of every 
branch of the Anglican Church. A 
crystal chandelier will provide the main 
pay for the two chapels. The floor 
of the transept will be repaved with blue 
Honiton stone, together with some Pur- 
beck inarble. 

Contributions should be sent to the 
Agent, the Chapter Office, or to the 
Archdeacon of Canterbury, 29, The 
Precincts, Canterbury. Cheques should 
be made payable to the Archbishops’ 
Memorial Fund. 


Art and the People. 


THe Countess of Limerick has opened 
an exhibition of pictures and other works 
of art by the tenants and staff of housing 
societies. The exhibition, the first of its 
kind, was organised by the National 
Federation of Housing Societies and re- 
mains open at 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1, 
until to-morrow (December 18). The 
work on view includes paintings, carvings, 
needlework, photographs, toys, etc., a 
number of which have received awards 
of merit. An outstanding effort is a 
painting of a village (not named) by Mrs. 
Hill (of Hill Homes), showing the build- 
ings under snow and excellent in its 
colour scheme and perspective; it re- 
ceives a well-deserved award of merit. 
Another well-merited award is made to 
Mrs. Denny Edes (South Midlands and 
Greater London Housing Society) for a 
portrait in water colour. Other classes 
of work for which awards are made are 
needlework (under 16 and over 65), 
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The front is an 


A TEMPORARY WAREHOUSE, TORRINGTON-PLACE, W.C. The 
blitzed building. 


erected as a facade to a 


temporary 
detailing and by the use of colour, in this case especially, on the folding doors seen on the 


sculpture, carving, seman embroidery 
and rugs. Such exhibitions deserve every 
encouragement and the organisers are to 
be congratulated on their idea and upon 
its successful fulfilment. 


Anecdotes of Edwin Lutyens. 

REMINISCENCES of Lutyens are among 
the many which find place in Reginald 
Pound’s A Maypole in the Strand (Benn, 
12s. 6d.). Some will be familiar to 
architects, though not everyone will know 
the anecdote of the Irish peer who asked 
Sir Edwin what it would cost to substi- 
tute the figure of Lord Kitchener for that 
of the Duke of York in Waterloo-place. 
“Lutyens promptly answered: ‘ Seven- 
pence ha’penny.” The peer thought this 
frivolous and said so. Lutyens blandly 
explained: ‘ All you’d need is a few lad- 
ders and a moustache.’” , 

Also included in the book is the tale 
of Lutyens setting a clockwork mouse 
running across his plans for Liverpool 
Metropolitan Cathedral, under the as- 
sembled noses of the dignitaries of the 
church. A more probable version was 
told to Mr. L. E. Walker, of King’s Lynn, 
by the late Prof. R. M. Butler, who had it 
at first hand from an Irish bishop whd 
was present: it was a trick matchbox 
which Lutyens placed over an interesting 
part of the plan and which sprang into 
the air when touched. It was a_ risky 
thing to do, but it put everyone into a 
good humour which lubricated the sub- 
sequent proceedings. 

Centrol of London Replanniag. 

Notice of the following motion to the 
London County Council has been given 
by the leader of the opposition (Mr. 


Edward Maufe, R.A. 


Henry Brooke) seconded by Mr. 
Kenyon :— 

That the practice whereby important 
proposals by the Housing Committee re- 
garding the use of sites within the 
County are not submitted for town plan- 
ning approval to the Town Planning 
Committee which meets five days later, 
but are subsequently approved privately 
by the chairman of the Town Platoon 
Committee on the ground of special 
urgency which cannot wait for the next 
fortnightly meeting of the Committee, is 
a breach of the spirit of standing order 
104 governing the limits of chairman’s 
action, and deprives members of the 
Town Planning Committee of proper 
control over the replanning of London. 


Proposed New Town at Bracknell. 

A DRAFT designation order for the crea- 
tion of a new town at Bracknell has been 
issued. The new town is intended pri- 
marily to accommodate people from 
Southall, Brentford, Chiswick, Hayes, 
Harlington, Heston, Isleworth and 
Twickenham. The present population 
of Bracknell is some 5,000, and the town 
is thought to be capable of expansion so 
as to accommodate an additional 20,000. 
Local employment will be provided so 
that the town will not become a dormi- 
tory suburb for London, Reading or 
Slough. j 

White Waltham, five miles north of 
Bracknell, was the site proposed for a 
new town in the Abercrombie Plan, but 
this suggestion was turned down because 
it would have interfered with the work- 
ing of first-class agricultural land and 
prevented the full use of White Waltham 


airfield. The Easthampstead rural 
district council, though agreeing with the 
pro 1 for the expansion of Bracknell, 
decided it could not undertake such a 
large project unaided, and consequently 
the creation of a development corpora- 
tion for the town has been proposed. 
Communications in the area are good, 
and no railway works beyond those 
needed for the general improvement of 
the line will be required. A by-pass road 
which will run north of the town has 
already been approved. 

Representatives of agricultural inter- 
ests in the district were recently received 
at the Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning to discuss the possible effects of 
the proposed new town on farmland. 
After their views had been closely con- 
sidered, the decision was reached that no 
other site equally suitable for the de- 
velopment urgently needed to relieve the 
congestion in West London could be 
found. Such disturbance of farmland 
as cannot be avoided will be timed to 
take place as late as possible. 


Students’ Planning Group. 

In order to facilitate the co-operation 
of various professions in the work of 
planning, a group has been formed to 
enable students of different schools and 
professions to meet together on a common 
ground. The group, known as_ the 
Students’ Planning —s has been 
formed with the help of the Town and 
Country Planning Association, who have 
offered the accommodation and facilities 
of their headquarters at the Planning 
Centre, 28, King-street, W.C.2. Run by 
a committee of students from architec- 
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tural, building, surveying and planning 
schools, the group is trying to expand its 
membership to include other schools and 
individuals. The committee has decided 
to hoid a monthly meeting to be addressed 
by speakers who are experts in their own 
field. Besides the monthly meetings, it is 
proposed to hold debates and discussions 
on various subjects, which will be run 
by students themselves. 

Members of the Students’ Group Com- 
mittee are Messrs. A. H. Jeffries (North- 
ern Polytechnic); E. Clunies-Ross (Schoo! 
of Planning, A.P.R.R.); B. C. Byott 
(Hammersmith School of Building); 
Julian Keable (Architectural Association); 
and J. Lyons (College of Estate Manage- 
ment). 


Specialists and Sub-contractors. 

AT the annual general meeting of the 
Federation of Associations of Specialists 
and Sub-Contractors held at the Dor- 
chester Hotel, on December 2, Mr. W. R. 


Cowen, M.R.San.1., M.1LH.V.E., was 
unanimously elected President of the 
Federation for the ensuing year. Mr. 


Cowen for the last three years has held 
the position of Chairman of Council. 


County Architect Appointed. 

Mr. ALEXANDER GILL, chief assistant to 
the city architect of Oxford, has been 
appointed county architect of Aberdeen- 
shire. 


County Architect Recommendation. 

A RECOMMENDATION that Mr. Jack 
Catchpole, A.R.LB.A., be appointed 
County Architect will come before East 
Sussex County Council on January 11. 
Mr. Catchpole is at present County Archi- 
tect to North Riding C.C. 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. ALFRED H. DuRNFOoRD, L.R.I.B.A., 
and Mr. Harotp W. Moore, F.R.L.B.A., 
of 8, Clarges-street, W.1, have dis 
solved partnership by mutual consent as 
from December 31. Mr. Durnford has 
entered into partnership with Mkr. 
STANLEY PARKER, L.R.I.B.A.. A.LA.A., 
and as from January 1 they will prac- 
tise as Durnford, Parker and Partners, 
chartered architects, at 8, Clarges-street, 


W.1 (tel.: Grosvenor 2781-2). Mr. 
Moore will practise as a_ chartered 
architect at Sheraton House, 14-19, 


Great Chapel-street, Oxford-street, W.1 
(tel: Gerrard 6009). 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, December 16, 1848. 

INTERIOR DECORATION. — Simpson's 
Divan in the Strand.—We have lately had 
to record several praiseworthy attempts 
in interior decoration, a department of 
architecture to which we have heretofore 
devoted much attention. Considerable 
talent in invention, along with great 
beauty of effect, have been displayed, even 
in instances where we could not altogether 
approve of a departure from what we 
have held to be universal canons. The 
natural sensibility ta the captivating in- 
fluence of colours in harmonic combina- 
tion is no longer forgotten in the arrange- 
ment of public places of amusement; 
much beauty of form is exhibited on fiat 
surface or in relief, and in all respects we 
are reminded of the presence of the artist 
rather than of the house-painter or paper- 
hanger. The improvement which has 
taken place, within a comparatively recent 
period, we view with considerable satis- 
_—— after our own endeavour towards 
! 

The large room at Simpson’s Divan. 
opposite Exeter Hall, in the Strand, with- 
out thinking it entitled to any extravagant 
ae he is One of the instances we may 
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‘SCHOOL DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
Work of the Lancs. County Architect’s Department 


BY raising the standards of accom- 

modation, daylighting and equip- 
ment, the 1944 Education Act has 
enforced radical changes in school 
design, and the recent Exhibition at 
the R.I.B.A. showed in a most attrac- 
tive way how architects are reacting 
to the Ministry of Education’s Regu- 
lations and Memoranda to produce 
buildings of interest and distinction. 
The Lancashire County Council 
Education Committee was well repre- 
sented in that exhibition, as it should 
be, but it has now placed its pro- 
posals more fully on record in a 
remarkably well-produced brochure 
on “ School Design and Construction, 
1948.”" This includes illustrations 
and particulars of no fewer than 
fifteen new schools, four of which are 
now in course of construction and a 





* Obtainable, price 3s. 6d., from the County 


Architect, County Offices, Preston, Lancs. 


further nine to be started in the im- 
mediate future. The types shown 
embrace infants’, juniors’ and 
infants’, boys’ girls’, and 
‘secondary modern schools for (a) 
girls and (b) boys and girls. A few 
photographs of the partially completed 
Litherland Secondary Modern Schoo! 
for Girls are included, but the bulk of 
the illustrations consist of models and 
perspective drawings, accompanied by 
clear, simplified plans, all beautifully 
reproduced on fine-quality art paper. 

The brochure appears to be 
primarily intended for the informa- 
tion of the public, but it makes a 
useful addition to the library of any 
architect who is interested in school 
design. With one exception, all the 
schools shown are the work of the 
Architect’s Department of the County 
Council, under the direction of the 
County Architect, Mr. G. Noel Hill, 
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F.R.LB.A., M.T.P.L. 
services requi in and con- 
struction are undertaken by the staff 
of the department, whose land sur- 
veyors survey the sites and carry out 
negotiations for the purchase and 
development of grounds for playing 
fields. All the designs are of the 
clean, modern type that seems to be 
gefierally produced by the Ministry 
Regulations and Memoranda, but with 
interesting variety in layout and com- 
position. We reproduce a representa- 
tive selection of the desrgns, and the 
following descriptive notes are con- 
densed from the brochure :— 

Litherland 3-Form Entry Secondary 
Modern School for Giris——This school 
is now being built to provide accom- 
modation for 450 girls, to meet the 
requirements. of post-war housing. 
The site is level and covers 27.8 acres. 
The total number of scholars will be 
510 by the inclusion of a sixth-form. 
Phase 1, providing teaching and sani- 
tary accommodation for 280 girls, is 
now complete and in use. The build- 
ings are steel-framed with the excep- 
tion of the assembly hall and 
gymnasia, all faced externally with 
brick and lined internally with hollow 
clay block units. Flat roofs are of 
steel and aluminium, and heating is 
by low-pressure hot water, provided 
by oil-fired boilers, one of which will 
supply hot water to all basins and 
sinks 

Orrell, Lamberhead Green, 2-Form 
Entry Infants’ School.—Work on this 
school was begun in February, 1948. 
The site, in an area of post-war 
housing development, is 4.78 acres 
in extent. Accommodation is provided 
for 289 infant boys and girls in class- 


rooms which will be of the open ~ 


court type, providing maximum day- 
light and ventilation. The assembly 
hall will have a low circular sectional 
platform instead of the more usual 
type of stage. The buildings are 
steel-framed, with brick facings to 
external walls and aluminium fiat- 
roofing units. 

Ashton and Lea 1-Form Entry 
Juniors’ and Infants’ School. Sir John 
Burnet, Tait and Partners, Architects. 
—This school is for 320 boys and girls, 
The site is level, 6.72 acres in extent. 
in a recently developed neighbour- 
hood on the outskirts of Preston. A 
sun-trap play-space is a feature of the 
infants’ unit, and all classrooms have 
additional lighting from roof lay-lights, 
diffused into the rooms by special 
louvres in the ceiling. Construction is 
light-steel Sggpe with external brick 
facings, the roof being pitched and 
sheathed in copper. 

Prescot 2-Form Entry Boys’ and 
Girls’ School—Accommodation for 
360 boys and girls is provided in this 
school, which will be built on a site 
of 7.281 acres in an area of existing 
and new housing development. It is 
planned with assembly hall and 
dining room and kitchen one unit. 
Construction is of light-steel lattice 
beams and stanchions, faced exter- 
nally with brick. Roofs will be flat 
and formed with prefabricated wood- 
wool units covered with bitumen felt. 

Huyton Seels-road 4-Form Entry 
Secondary Modern School for Boys 
and Girls.—The site in this case, an 
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PRESCOT 2-FORM ENTRY BOYS’ AND GIRLS’ SCHOOL 


undulating one in a residential area, 
is of 32 acres, and includes building 
sites for an additional grammar sc 
and technical school under the de- 
velopment plan for this area. Accom- 
modation is for 600 boys and girls 
during the day-time and about 500 
evening students. The classroom wing 
is designed on the open-court prin- 
ciple, giving maximum —— and 
cross ventilation to ground-floor class- 
rooms. The project includes two gym- 
nasia planned to provide kit and 
towel stores. The inclusion of sixth- 
form students will bring the total up 
to 680. Buildings will be steel framed 
except the assembly hall and gymnasia. 
All buildings will be faced externally 
with facing bricks and have pitched 
roofs of aluminium. f 
All the other schools illustrated in 





hool conveys something of the variety, as 





























this brochure have special points of 
interest, but the selection illustrated 


well as the architectural quality, of 
the Lancashire County Council Educa- 
tion Committee’s programme of school 
building. One further point deserves 
mention, and that is the decision to 
adopt aluminium classroom units for 
school extensions; a prototype unit of 
three classrooms is now being erected 
at the Leyland Juniors’ Council 
School. Owing to the shortage of 
structural steel, the system provides a 
useful alternative and will be used for 
a proportion of the schools in this - 


ss tulations are due to all who 
have taken part in the preparation of — 
the designs which find place in 
this admirable brochure. 
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THE main factors controlling the de- 
sign ef this new Bond-street store 
were (1) the extremely low-licensed 
figure for the actual shopfront, per- 
mitting only temporary cladding 
materials; and (2) the need for flexi- 
bility in internal layout so as to 
enable a large staircase for customers’ 
access to the basement to be inserted 
later on. 

To give the maximum air of 
spaciousness to the ladies’ store, which 
handles handbags, gloves and acces- 
sories, as well as shoes, the main en- 
trance is placed on the corner of Bond- 
street and Conduit-street, from which 
there is an uninterrupted view 74 feet 
long to the far corner of the inner 
salon. This space is freely subdivided 
by movable stockfittings and sliding 
curtains into a foyer, main salon and 
inner salon, materials being chosen to 
create an effect of increasing luxury as 
one progresses inwards. The foyer, 
which is widely visible from both 
streets through backless windows, is 
floored with cork tiles. Column cas- 
ings and door trim are burnished 
copper. The handbag counter is in 
sycamore veneer, its front covered with 
is surrounded by a splayed lighting 
frame cove with cream leather, 
ich i the top of the 
is flexible, as 


ii 





The plan. 


these fittings are not built-in and can 
be moved. 

The main salon is carpeted in fawn 
pile, with walnut skirtings and syca- 
more fittings. Hangings are in a prim- 
rose-yellow woollen material with 
powder-blue trimmings, the chairs 
being covered with the same material 
in chocolate-brown. The wall behind 
the Rococo mirror is papered in gold 
and grey stripes on an ivory-white 
background. In the centre is a low 
display table with a louvred copper 
trough designed to cast light horizon- 
tally over the floor surface. The long 
mirror immediately above this trough 
slopes so as to enable customers to see 
the shoes they are wearing in profile. 
The chandeliers are gaily coloured 
Venetian glass. The inner salon is 
papered with a powder-blue lace pat- 
tern by John Aldridge, on which hang 
paintings by Patrick Heron and Julian 
Trevelyan. The panes of the large 
window are filled with peach-coloured 
ply-glass. Chairs are covered with 
Venetian-red silk, and the i 
chandelier is a George II one. 

Lighting is mixed fluorescent and 
incandescent, the former being direct 
in the foyer and men’s shops and in- 
direct in the ladies’ shop, Ceiling spots 
are placed to throw light vertically on 
to the floor, and the final sparkle is 
given by three chandeliers. The men’s 


shop, with its separate Conduit-street 
entrance, is designed to contrast with 
the gaiety of the ladies’ salons, and is 
simply veneered in walnut. The Ernest 
Race chairs are covered with French- 
blue leather. ‘ 

The elevations are divided into bays 
by thin blue-brick columns. Stall- 
boards are Staffs blue bricks with black 
mortar perpends and white horizontal 
pointing. Above is 4-in. by 2-in. 
framing, covered with fluted asbestos 
sheets painted dove grey with alu- 
minium cover-strips. Doors, window 
frames and blind boxes are dark 
polished mahogany. Column casings, 
door furniture and the. dog-toothed 
canopy over the main entrance are 
anodised aluminium. The fanlight 
over the main entrance is filled with 
corrugated perspex, and has a carved 
red-and-white perspex crest designed 
by Frank Jaffé. 

The general contractors were Messrs. 
F. G. Minter, Ltd., and the sub-con- 
tractors were: shopfittings and metal- 
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Perspective of building as it will be completed. 


A NEW WAREHOUSE, BATH STREET, 









sae Ti be Ren ote 


GEORGE WATT, A.R.LB.A., ARCHITECT 


HE first section of this building for the Willen Key 
Company was opened by the Mayor of Fins- 
bury, Councillor Barrie, J.P., on December 7. The 
final scheme will occupy a site of 180 ft. by 80 ft. 
with the main frontage to Bath-street and bounded 
by Lever-street and Galway-street; it will have 
approximately 100,000 sq. ft. of floor space and will 
be 101 ft. 3 in. high from basement to roof, with 
nine floors 11 ft. 3 in. high. The elevations have 
been faced with cream and brown faience slabs 
which can be easily cleaned, and there is continuous 
glazing, giving maximum natural daylight. Loading 
docks, staff entrances, staircases and self-levelling 
goods lifts have been designed at each end with a 
public central entrance in Bath-street with main hall, 
shops, fast passenger lifts and staircase. 

The present section of 17,000 sq. ft. comprises a 
basement (warehouse, boiler, lift and electrical 
rooms), ground floor and four upper floors. The 
ground floor has an entrance from Bath-street which 
gives access to the public sales counter. The first and 
second floors are warehouses. The third floor is also 
a warehouse but includes a canteen of 30 ft. by 20 ft. 


3 ae 


The fourth floor is devoted to general offices, 
directors’ suites and boardroom. 


Following are details of the first section : — 


Present height, 67 ft. 6 in.; construction, steel 
stanchions with reinforced concrete floors and walls; 
main elevations, cream and brown faience slabs; 
windows, continuous glazing, giving maximum 
natural daylighting; floor finishes, red and brown 
asphalt; staircase, granolithic with gaily-coloured 
walls and balustrading; lift, 6 ft. by 4 ft., self- 
levelling, push-button control with special call indi- 
cators; staff lavatories, to each floor, with painted 
walls; canteen, 30 ft. by 20 ft. with modern, equipped 
kitchen; artificial lighting, all tubing buried in con- 
crete floors and points controlled by switch position 
at each floor entrance. Except for ground floor, all 
fittings are flush bowls; heating, solid fuel boilers, 
boosted heating with hot water to all lavatories; and 
sprinkler system, to ground and basement floors. 


The main contractors were Messrs. Walter Law- 


rence and Son, Ltd., Sun-street, Finsbury-square, 
Bx;2. 
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The completed section of the building. 


Sub-contractors were: H. Young and Co., steelwork; Die- 
speker, floors; Henry Hope, windows; Waygood Otis, lifts; 
Braby’s, balustrading; Chubbs, door furniture; Highway Con- 
struction, asphalt floors; Kemp, electrical work; Troughton 
and Young, electrical fittings; Leeds Fireclay, faience work; 
Morris Warming, heating; Mallinson, veneer panels; Hille, fur- 
niture to directors’ suites and boardroom; Dreadnought, roller 
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View from corner of Lever-street. 













shutter; Starkie Gardiner, lettering; Foulds, counter fittings = 5 
and canteen; Geo. Johnson, ash hoist; Plastering, Ltd., plaster- ©" # 
ing; Interoffice Telephones, Ltd., internal telephones; Ben- | 
ham’s, cooking equipment; Associated Clay Industries, Ltd., 
sanitary fittings; J. A. King and Co., pavement lights; and 
Willen Key Co., locks. 
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L.C.C. AND PLANNING 


COUNCIL’S VIEWS ON THE 
QUALIFICATIONS OF PLANNERS 


‘THE London County Council, on Tues- 
‘= day, was asked to approve a state- 
ment of evidence to be submitted to the 
Committee of Inquiry set up by the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland 
into the qualifications of planners. The 
statement describes fully the organisation 
and staffing of the Council’s planning 
work and the qualifications of its vari- 
ous technical officers. In general com- 
ments, the statement points out the need 
for a substantial increase in the numbers 
of well-trained and qualified planners in 
the absence of which local authorities are 
competing for existing staff. Views are 
also expressed on suitable qualifications 
for planning work, on the future depart- 
mental organisation of planning work 
and on the qualifications of chief plan- 
ning officers. 

Distribution of Planning and Allied 

Functions within the L.C.C. 

The present main distribution of plan- 
ning and allied functions within the Lon- 
don County Council is summarised in 
the statement of evidence as follows:— 

Arcuitect—General _Tesponsibility for 
advice on town — matters (sub- 
ject to the special provisions as regards 
other chief officers set out below), on 
the architectural aspect of street improve- 
ment schemes and on the preservation of 
buildings of architectural interest. Also 
the London Building Acts. 

Diector OF HOUSING AND VALUER— 
Valuation, acquisition and compensation 
questions and the negotiations arising in 
connection with town planning schemes, 
street improvements and slum clearance; 
design and execution of the Council’s 
housing schemes; all the duties of an 
estate agent in relation to property be- 
longing to the Council; advising on rating 
questions. : : 

CuieF ENGINEER—Detailed planning, 
design and execution of new and im- 
proved main roads (the architect being 
consulted on town planning considera- 





tions), bridges, tunnels and ancillary 
engineering works, main drainage, pipe 
aoa. ood defence and other engin- 


eering services. : : 

CLERK OF THE CounciL—Chief admin- 
istrative official of the Council responsible 
for the proper conduct of the Council’s 
business. In addition to acting as clerk 
of the Town Planning Committee and 
other committees, it is his function to 
summarise and present the issues for de- 
cision when opposing technical considera- 
tions and points of view have to be 
weighed. = 

Orner Curer Orricers—In addition, 
other chief officers are concerned from 
time to time, including the comptroller 
of the Council (financial aspects), the 
chief officer of the parks department (lay- 
out of open spaces), and the solicitor 
(legal aspects). : 
e architect is preparing the first 
draft of the development plan in close 
consultation with the other chief officers 
concerned. The chief engineer and the 
architect are jointly preparing the draft 
of the road structure of the development 
plan. The joint pro Is will be sub- 
mitted to the Council, after approval by 
the Town Planning Committee, with the 
‘concurrence of the Finance Committee 
and the observations of the other com- 
ert interested. _ tee 

town planning applications are 

first wnomsined in the architect's ge od 
ment, where reports to the Town Plan- 
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ning Committee and consultations with 
other interested departments are initiated. 
Other chief officers initiate reports on the 
matters for which they are primarily re- 
sponsible. The architect normally con- 
ducts correspondence with applicants, in- 
cluding the notification of the Council’s 
decisions, and chief officers consult with 
the technical officers in the appropriate 
Government departments as regards the 
services they administer. The clerk of 
the Council conducts correspondence on 
all questions of major policy. 


General Comments. 


The statement makes the following 
general comments:— : 

StraFF SHORTAGES.—Shortages of quali- 
fied staff with adequate experience are 
likely to continue for several years. In 
the meantime, there is a real danger that 
the intensi of competition for the 
limited number of well-qualified officers 
may further accelerate the post-war trend 
to enhance salaries disproportionately in 
this field. Until the pressure is eased by 
a substantial increase in the numbers of 
well-trained and qualified planners, all 
employing authorities would be well 
advised to exercise restraint. A constant 
movement of experienced staff, too few 
to meet the total need. from one authority 
to another or to Government part- 
ments, for higher pay, if carried to ex- 
cess, is not in the interests of planning. 
The Council has a need for more staff, 
either qualified or in training in architec- 
ture, engineering or surveying and valua- 
tion. The more serious shortages are 
of experienced architect-planners and of 
technical assistants of all three types. A 
few specialists are also required from 
time to time, including a statistician, a 
landscape architect and an economist, 
who should also have taken a planning 
course so that they can readily apply 
their specialised knowledge. No special 
recruitment difficulties are expected in 
these professions. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR PLANNING WoRK.— 
The specialised profession of planning 
is still in its comparatively early stages; 
and the Council’s more immediate re- 
quirements for additional qualified assist- 
ance can in the main be met only by in- 
creasing the use of members of the three 
professions of architect, engineer or sur- 
veyor and valuer. It is clearly an ad- 
vantage for members of these professions 
to secure, in addition, a planning qualifi- 
cation. With the further development. 
however, of,the specialised profession of 
planner, with its expert techniques, it is 
the Council’s view that officers trained 
expressly as planners should play an in- 
creasing part in the work of planning 
authorities. 

The expanding demand for planning 
staff requires that all means of training 
should be developed to the maximum 
extent. The active support of the pro- 
fessional institutions and schools of plan- 
ning might well be enlisted to this end 
and to secure that practical training is 
realistic in its approach and more directly 
related to the kind of work to be under- 
taken with planning authorities. This 
might be achieved by:— 

(i) Training in the problems involved 
in dealing with development applications; 

(ii) Training in the art of writing re- 
ports which summarise clearly the condi- 
tions and issues involved in a planning 
problem: 

(iii) Thesis subjects, if chosen in con- 
sultation with planning authorities, might 
be extremely useful if the student is givén 
access to available information by the 
authority concerned; 

(iv) Studio subjects related to current 
planning problems might also assist plan- 
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ning authorities in finding the best solu- 
tions; and : 

(v) The students might be able to co- 
son — = the —s required 

y Mini of Town an ntry Plan- 
ning Circular 40. sea 

FUTURE DEPARTMENTAL ORGANISATION 
OF PLANNING WorK.—The normal func- 
tional basis of organisation of the Coun- 
cil’s work has the result that, although 
the Council’s architect is its chief plan- 
ning adviser, advice and action on plan- 
ning matters are shared between a num- 
ber of chief officers who maintain con- 
tinuous liaison and report jointly when- 
ever necessary. With the intensification 
of the planning activities envisaged in the 
1947 Act, it seems clear that for plan- 
ning authorities the unification, under 
one chief planning officer, of the general 
planning functions (apart from iled 
execution) will be increasingly important. 
The position in London is particularly 
complex, but will be kept under con- 
tinuous review as further experience is 
gained of the operation of the new Act. 

QUALIFICATIONS OF CHIEF PLANNING 
OrFicer.—Where the general planning 
functions are unified under a chief plan- 
ning officer, it is the Council’s view that 
an important requirement for the position 
is the possession of high technical quali- 
fications as a planner, coupled with ad- 
ministrative qualities of a high order. The 
successful chief officer must be able to 
weigh and balance expert advice tendered 
on the possibly conflicting claims to at- 
tention of the architectural, engineering 
or other aspects of a a problem, 
including those comprised in the conce 
tion of good estate development. He 
— also ae ea! assess the _— 
to the community of planning proposa 
in relation to their demands upon national 
resources. 

As by far the majority of town plan- 
ning cases dealt with in the County of 
London area (almost entirely built-up) 
involve buildings and site layout and 
are largely architectural in character, it 
would seem appropriate that the chief 
officer primarily responsible for planning 


in the County, whatever other qualifi- 
cations he may , should have archi- 
tectural qualifications. The special 


problems of the reconstruction areas, 
where a high appreciation and an intimate 
knowledge of civic architecture are essen- 
tial, reinforce this consideration. 

The London County Council has not 
only to plan and execute projects of its 
own inception, but has to pronounce upon 
the planning merits of many more pro- 
jects submitted to it 7 independent de- 
velopers. The essential qualities for the 
chief planning officer in an area such as 
that of the Administrative County of 
London must therefore include not only 
the ability to secure the production of 
well-planned schemes, but also the capa- 
city to apply sound judgment and com- 
mon sense in advising his authority upon 
conflicting considerations affecting the 
large number of applications submitted 
to it, and to administer an organisation 
which will enable considered. decisions to 
be given with the minimum of delay. 


L.C.C. Staff Appointments. 

Mr. A. G. Ling, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L, 
has been confirmed in the appointment of 
Senior Planning Officer in Architect’s 
Department of the L.C.C. Other tem- 
porary appointments or transfers now 
confirmed are: Mr. R. Wilson, F.R.1.B.A. 
(Schools Architect); Messrs. E. Williams, 
M.B.E., F.R.LB.A.. W. J. Durnford, 
F.R.LB.A. W. B. Gostling, M.C., 
A.R.LB.A., and H. T. Cooksey, A.R.1.B.A. 
(Senior Architects); and Mr. W. 
Thorowgood (Senior Structural Engineer). 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


Architects in Private Practice. 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—The difference of opinion between 
Mr. John Swarbrick and Mr. Niel Martin- 
Kaye, as set out in their letters pub- 
lished in your issue of November 19, 
appears to be causing a discussion by 
members of the profession. Mr. Swar- 
brick feels that the work given to offi- 
cial architects should be shared by archi- 
tects in private practice, but Mr. Martin- 
Kaye thinks otherwise, if one is to judge 
by the careful illustration he gave about 
the hypothetical improvements to his 
garden. I find that some members are 
confused as to the meaning of the term 
“ official architects,” therefore I am 
we to give my version of the dif- 
erence between the two groups and the 
manner in which they derive their in- 
comes : — 

1. The official architect may be 
termed an employee-architect in ac- 
cordance with the true meaning of the 
law, being a person receiving a regular 
remuneration for his full-time services, 
paid out of funds provided by the rate- 
payers of the country, and from no 
other source. 

2. The architect in private practice 
is a person engaged in the actual exer- 
cise of his profession, who must solely 
rely upon his own endeavours to derive 
an income from several private sources, 
and to do so he must achieve success. 
The remuneration of those who come 

under category 1 is a certainty while 
employed, but those who operate and 
come under category 2 are taking part in 
nothing less than a gamble, using as 
funds their own private resources built 
up from savings. During their practice 
they are compelled to provide towards 
all the outgoings of those members who 
come under category 1, and at the same 
time, whenever redundancy occurs, to ac- 
commodate those members who have un- 
fortunately been dumped on to the labour 
market. There was much unemployment 
in the profession before the war, and 
there is going to be found much unem- 
ployment again within the next three 
years, and that being so, those who come 
under category 2 have a very great re- 
sponsibility to keep the profession alive 
and in the mind of the public. 

It is therefore very important that the 
number of private practitioners’ offices to- 
day shall not become depleted, otherwise 
what is to become of “ official” archi- 
tects when redundancy occurs? I feel I 
can assure many official architects that 
many of the schemes they are preparing 
will not mature for some considerable 
time due to the fact that funds are not 
available to develop them. The economic 
chaos to-day is such that there is no need 
for anyone to suggest to “ official” archi- 
tects that they should share their work 
with architects in private practice, because 
local authorities are coming to realise that 
many of the schemes they have in mind 
will have to be given to outside architects 
in order to speed up production and as 
the only means of counterbalancing the 
depletion of their funds. As every week 
passes, more public and local authorities 
are allocating many of the schemes they 
have in view to private practitioners to 
avoid becoming. overstocked with . sur- 
plus staff preparing schemes that may 
never mature for some considerable time. 
The fear of redu will bring the 
official architect te realise that the only 
successful means of saving the situation 
is not by increasing his own staff to pre- 
pare schemes but by putting out prepara- 
tory work to outside architects working 
under his jurisdiction. 


THE BUILDER 


I feel the time is now appropriate when 
official architects and architects in private 
practice should pet together and discuss 
the most advisable means of looking after 
each other to the benefit of the profes- 
sion. W. MacDonaLp. 

16, Chiswick-lane, W.4. 


Town and Country Planning Act. 
To THe Eprror or The Builder. 


Sir,—Messrs. Whitelock and Co., Ltd., 
who raise points under this Act (The 
Builder, December 3), should read Form 
S.1A (N.R.), issued by the Central Land 
Board, which explains that land held by a 
registered builder on Jan 7, 1947, and 
retained on July 1, 1948, will entitle him 
to a payment equivalent to the full 
development value of the land as part of 
a prescribed “ration” of land. This 
ration is arrived at by calculating the acres 
of land developed by the builder between 
1934 and 1938, inclusive, or his average 
yearly output for two years between 1937 
and 1939. 

If there has been no development dur- 
ing these periods, the value of this site 
has been reduced to its present user value, 
as has all land in the country except single 
plots on which the owner will build before 
1952 for his own use. 

Estate development has been struck out 
— to the passing of the T. and C.P. 

ct. 

West Byfleet. 


Site Costing for Builders. 
To THE Eprror or The Builder. 

Smr,—Your interesting leading article 
on the subject of Site Costing for Builders 
(The Builder, December 10) conveys the 
impression that the small pamphlet 
recently issued by the Ministry presents 
the subject in its final form. This pamph- 
let was prepared simply to arouse 
interest in the subject of costing in con- 
nection with the exhibition at Lambeth 
Bridge House. We have in preparation 
a more comprehensive and detailed docu- 
ment on site recording containing in- 
formation on costing and progressing. 
This will be published early in the New 
Year. I think that you will find that 
this publication will provide the more de- 
tailed explanation for which you plead in 
your article. 

You make some observations on the 
schedule of operations described in page 
2 of the pamphlet. The descriptions 
normally employed in the Short Code of 
Measurement were very much abbrevi- 
ated (as stated in the text) and the word- 
ing and grouping of items were chosen 
to demonstrate as clearly as possible and 
with the minimum of text, the ral 
principle of reducing a number items 
in the Bills of Quantities to a few, suit- 
able for site costing. In particular classes 
of work this will require some deviation 
from the layout in the Bills of Quantities 
used in the pricing of the work. 

In the meantime, pending publication 
of the booklet on Site Recording, the 
present short pamphlet and the advice 
service of the Ministry are available to 
the industry on application. 

B. P. BARKER, 
Chief Information Officer, Ministry 
of Works. 
Lambeth Bridge House, S.E.1. 


R. O. GARRARD. 


Clerk of Works Appointment. 

In connection with the proposed 
appointment of a Clerk of Works for the 
South Bank scheme. the Establishment 
Committee of the L.C.C. have asked for 
authority to pay a salary up to £1,000 
per annum. 
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THE SOUTH BANK 


CONCERT HALL | 


APPOINTMENT OF ACOUSTICS 
CONSULTANT a 

Tue General Purposes Committee of 
the L.C.C. reported to the Council 
on Tuesday that :—‘“In order that the 
- — expert prey ipo be at 

uncil’s disposal on | 

roblems connected with the South 
Bank concert hall, our South Bank Sub- 
Committee has appointed as 
consultant Mr. Hope Bagenal, D.C.M., 
F.R.LB.A., eae Seno and experi- 
ence are reco to app 
in this “se * n a Building 
Researc tion oO 
of Scientific and sedwctrial ” eetoaach, 
which has made an extensive s ‘of 
the problems of sound insulation and 
acoustics, has agreed to make available 
to the Council the benefits of its far- 
reaching knowledge and of: its advice.” 

The report continues: “ Mr. Peso 
Bagenal and Mr. W. Allen, of the d- 
ing Research Station, have recently 
attended before our Sub-Committee and 
have advised that, apart from the usual 
problems of sound transmission, there 
are two main problems of sound insula- 
tion. The first is the problem of insulat- 


ing the interior of the building from ex- . 


traneous noise and is, therefore, directly 
related to the locality of the site. The 
second is the problem of securing ade- 
quate insulation as between the larger 
and smaller halls; this second problem 
is independent of the locality of the site, 
and arises from the proximity of, the two 
halls within the building. These prob- 
lems are greater in degree but not differ- 
ent in kind from those which would in 
any case have to be faced on any normal 
site of similar size in central ndon, 
and we are informed that there is no 
technical reason why, with adequate 
time and care, they should not be over- 
come. - Undue speed in building the 
hall would, however, obviously increase 
the risks of an imperfect solution. In 
the consultants’ opinion, these risks are 
worth taking, and if the recommenda- 
tions which can and will be made are put 
into effect with careful workmanship 
and supervision at all stages there is 
every reasonable assurance of .a success- 
ful outcome.” f : 
Thirteen temporary architects in 
various grades have been engaged by the 
Council for the erection of the Concert 


Hall. 


France Honours Lord Latham. 

Lorp LaTHaM, chairman of the London 
Transport Executive, has been nominated 
by the President of France as an officer 
of the Legion of Honour. From 1940 
to 1947 he was chairman of London and 
Thames Haven Oil Wharves, Ltd., and 
throu, that company, for the same 
period, a director of the Compagnie In- 
dustrielle Maritime, which ndles 
nearly half of France’s oil imports. After 
the liberation it was found that the oil 
storage tanks at Le Havre, together with 
all plant and machinery, pipelines and 
pumps, had been either removed to 
Germany during the occupation or 
destroyed. Through the enterprise of the 
directors of the two companies and the 
personal initiative of Lord Latham, re- 
construction work began almost at once. 
Materials were directed to the ; 
port and aioe See Oe pate wy 
country to teach French workmen 
weld oil tanks. In eighteen months 70 


per cent. of the pre-war facilities had 
tored. 
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INCENTIVES—THE FIRST YEAR 


Progress Reports by Employers and Operatives 


On October 20 last, the National Joint Council agreement, which provides 


for the 
payment on t 
We have obtained the fo 


permissive initiation by employers of incentive systems of bonus 
heir building contracts, had been in operation for 12 months. 
wing progress reports from the Director of the 


National Federation of Building Trades Employers and the General Secre- 


tary of the NF.B.T.O. 
THE EMPLOYERS’ VIEW 
Federation in Favour of Incentives 


(SRITICISMS made that there were 
many employers who were not work- 
ing any incentive schemes were met by 
Mr. Srancey + HeEarper, Director, 
N.F.B.T.E., in a statement made to our 
re ntative. 
The Agreement, which was made for 
two years, was,” he said, “ deliberately 
drafted so that it was left to employers 
to work an incentive scheme or not, as 
they thought fit. That — so, there 
hardly appear to be grounds for the cri- 
ticism I have heard expressed that some 
employers are not working incentives. It 
that every employer 
incentives, and those 
who were parties to the Agreement cannot 
justly criticise those employers who have 
not yet made a start with their schemes.” 
r. Hearder went on to say that he 
would like to emphasise, however, that as 
a Federation they were in favour of in- 
centive schemes being operated on an 
ever-increasing scale. mtives were 
certainly not introduced as a means of 
side-tracking any issues with regard to 
basic rates of pay—the operatives were 
given 3d. increase anyway; they were in- 
to serve a double purpose: to get 
increased production and to provide the 
opportunity for bigger wage packets. The 
ederation accepted the White Paper sug- 
gestion that increased wages were not jus- 
i without increased production, and 
it wag part of the Agreement that in- 
centives should be arranged on the site 
by the employer with the men. There 
was no reason to suppose that schemes 
should be less satisfactory because of that 
ment. 

Mr. Hearder continued: “It is far too 
early to talk of success or failure with 
incentives. We are prepared to judge re- 
sults at the end of two years in the light 
of what has happened, but the point that 
should be remembered is that the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
has made it plain enough, through nearly 
every speech made by its Presideni in 
the past year, that members are encour- 
aged to adopt incentive schemes, and we 
have appreciated very much the help we 
have received in making that widely 
known in the industry. Moreover, in 
one of his most recent speeches the 
President made it known that a hand- 
book was being prepared by the Federa- 
tion to provide guidance for small 
builders in the operation of suitable 
schemes.” 


THE OPERATIVES’ VIEW 
Mr. Coppock Urges Joint 
Collaboration 


RTHRIGHT criticism of _ the 
manner in which incentive schemes 
have been introduced and operated in 
the last year or so are made by Mr. 
RICHARD Coppock, C.B.E., general secre- 
tary of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Operatives. In a recent 
interview with a representative of The 
, after ou 6 some of the fac- 

tors which have militated against the 
success of incentives generally, he made 


it clear that unless more determined steps 
were taken within the next twelve monte 
to make the a work then the 
operatives would vote against it. 

“One of the primary things to bear 
in mind with regard to this question,” 
said Mr. Coppock, “ is that although the 
employers may be considering ways and 
means of bringing incentive schemes into 
being they are. not in sufficiently close 
contact with the operatives’ unions in 
the matter. This is absolutely essential, 
for if ever there was a job for collabora- 
tion, this is it. If the employers would 
consult the unions and create absolute 
confidence so far as our people are con- 
cerned, it should be possible to make the 
scheme work, but it is important to re- 
member that confidence cannot be gained 
by delay. 

“ Moreover,” Mr. Coppock continued, 
“it is not much use Br age thinking 
they can get out of their obligations 
in relation to this question by employing 
piecework contractors: there seems to be 
an increased desire on the part of em- 
ployers to adopt such methods and so 
avoid the principles outlined in the 
October Agreement of 1947.” 

The operatives were totally opposed 
to the employers getting outside their 
obligations in a matter of this kind and 
would, if necessary, take action on any 
particular job where it was found that 
piecework or labour was operating. It 
would be desirable that the industry 
should examine the situation and that 
powers be granted, so far as the employers 
were concerned, to ensure that the prin- 
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ciples which had been agreed upon b 
beck sides were enforced. — 


Constructive Policy Possible. 


The industry must be made to realise, 
Mr. Coppock explained, that the bad 
conditions of piecework that formerly 
existed were still in the minds of the 
men, but that could be eliminated and a 
constructive policy for incentives laid 
down if there was full co-operation from 
all sides. Asked if the operatives would 
accept an invitation from the employers 
if it were forthcoming, to discuss the 
question of incentives, Mr. Coppock 
said: ““ We would never refuse.” 

“It is no easy problem,” he went on, 
“for it is difficult to find some sort of 
sheet-anchor or datum on which to base 
schemes. The varying changes in a job 
and the rapidity with which they are 
made are among the factors which help 
to make the task almost impossible.” 

In reply to a further boa Mr. 
Coppock said the London County 
Council had a splendid scheme which 
was Operating quite well and recent 
figures suggested that since it had been 
introduced houses were being completed 
in two months less than the time it 
formerly took. The Ministry of Works 
was also operating a scheme for its 
Mobile Labour Force and Mr. Key, the 
Minister of Works, had recently an- 
nounced that houses were now being 
completed in 11 months instead of 15. 

“The fundamental problem seems to 
be the need for an entirely new system 
of costing,” concluded Mr. Coppock. 
“What we are trying to do at the 
moment is graft a new scheme to an old 
system not suited to such grafting. I 
must make it clear, however, that unless 
something is done to make incentive 
schemes a working reality then the com- 
plete confidence of the rank and file in 
the industry will be lost. It will then be 
obvious that we shall have to return to 
the old plain time rates and the opera- 
tives wil] vote against incentives.” 





: PRODUCTION PROBLEMS 


“WORK AND BE PROSPEROUS ” 


The following article on production 
appeared in the December issue of “ Team 
Spirit,’ the news sheet issued by Messrs. 
John Laing and Son, Ltd. 


HE word “production” is perhaps 
more in use at the present time 
than ever before in our industrial history. 
Why is this and why has production 
fallen since the war, so necessitating con- 
tinual calls from the Government for in- 
creases? Because our great national war 
effort left us impoverished in every way 
except, we hope, the will to recover, but 
unhappily that will has not so far mani- 
fes itself as widely or as earnestly as 
is necessary. It appears that pocmcnn Bas 
is lacking in our industrial life. Perhaps 
it has not yet been fully realised that we 
ourselves have to find the means to pay 
for all the measures of social security 
which we have been promised. 

Much of the old-time pride of crafts- 
manship and of achievement seems to 
have been lost in the desire for fewer 
working hours and more money. It is 
said that the coal output per man is now 
41 tons per year less than in 1938, 
although 75 per cent. of coal a 
is now cut by machine and, in the build- 
ing industry, output has fallen by 31 per 
cent. during the same period. Almost 
every other industry reports the same 
story. 

Reduced output means, of course, 
higher costs, and the higher our prices 


the more difficult we find it to sell our 
goods abroad, and the harder to pay the 
higher rents for dearer houses. It must 
be realised that unless increases of wages 
are accompanied by increased output, 
then prices must rise. No _ concern, 
whether nationally or privately owned, 
can afford to pay a man, say, £7 per 
week if he is only earning £6. The 
remaining £1 is a valueless overhead 
which the purchaser or consumer has to 

ay. Even the five-day week, which was 
instituted in response to a demand for 
more leisure time, has, in many instances, 
been misused to the detriment of produc- 
tion costs, because whilst it provides a 
full Saturday free, Sunday work at double 
time has been demanded, resulting in 
seven days’ pay for six days’ work, an 
increase in cost of 16 per cent. unless 
production also rises by a similar figure. 

The Government have set about this 
problem the wrong way. In the first 
place, the policy of freezing wages was 
fundamentally wrong; there should be no 
limit to what a man can actually earn 
by using to full capacity his brains or 
hands. Then again, what an unimagina- 
t've brain it was that decided to warn us 
we must “ Work or Want.” Surely some- 
thing like “Work and be Prosperous” 
sounds more attractive. If alternatives 
are to be offered, let them be rewards for 
success, not penalties for failures. 

Is there any easy path to this increased 
production goal which the Prime Minister 
and others have asked for? The Prime 














December 17 1948 


Minister asks for 10 per cent., but that 
seems unlikely to meet the case. Nothing 
less than a return to pre-war rates of pro- 
duction can put this country on its feet. 
The way is perhaps much easier than it 
appears. During the war, when, perhaps, 
through war weariness, production had 
fallen below pre-war levels, output in a 
certain factory increased by 50 per cent. 
on the introduction of a us scheme, 
but the men concerned declared they were 
not working any harder; all they had done 
was to cut out unproductive time. Clock- 
ing-on time was 7.30 a.m., but normally, 
by the time shoes were changed and 
overalls donned, it was 7.50 when work 
actually started. Tea breaks were ex- 
tended from ten to fifteen minutes. 
Through general slackness and wasting 
of time a considerable part of the working 
day was unproductive, but when the 
slackness was checked and waste time re- 
duced to a minimum, the increase in out- 
put was reached and regularly maintained 
without extra physical effort on the part 
of the operatives. As a solution to a great 
national problem this sounds too simple 
to be effective. Nevertheless our whole 
economic situation could be improved by 
the introduction of this simple expedient. 


COUNTY ARCHITECTS 
JOINT DINNER WITH THE CITY 
AND BOROUGH ARCHITECTS’ 

SOCIETY 


THe County and City and Borough 
Architects’ Societies had their first annual 
dinner on Friday, December 3, at 
Claridges Hotel. The occasion was de- 
signed to give the members of the two 
societies an opportunity of meeting each 
other, and was informal. The following 
guests were received by Mr. C. G. Still- 
man, President of the County Architects’ 
Society, and Mr. L. C. Howitt, Chairman 
of the City and Borough Architects’ 
Society :— 

County ARCHITECTS: W. Barrett, 
Pemb.; H. Bennett, West Riding, Yorks.; 
H. Carr, Mont.; J. Catchpole, North 
Riding, Yorks.; A. G. Chant, Shropshire; 
G. R. Clayton, Durham; H. Conolly, 
Essex; T. A. Collins, Leices.; R. H. 
Crompton, Westmorland; F. H. Crossley, 
Derbys.; C. H. Elkins, Warwicks.; K. F. 
Giraud, East Riding, Yorks; L. R. 
Gower, Glam.; J. H. Haughan, Cumber- 
land; G. N. Hill, Lancs.; W. L. Jones, 
Caernarvonshire; L. C. Lomas, Worcs.; 
S. Low, Hants.; S. H. Loweth, Kent; E. 
W. Roberts, Notts.; F. R. Steele, Sussex 
West; C. H. Thurston, Norfolk; S. E. 
Urwin, Glouces.; W. Usher, Hereford- 
shire; E. A. Verger, Sussex East, and 
H. Wormald, late of Yorks. (North 
Riding). 

City aND BoroucH: W. H. Beesley, 
Wandsworth; Johnson Blackett, New- 
port, Mon.; J. Burton, Bournemouth; E. 
G. Chandler, Oxford; S. A. G. Cook, 
Holborn; ‘ . Davies, Sheffield; 
T. W. East, Derby; M. H. Forward, 
Lewisham; L. G. Hannaford, Norwich; 
J. H. Lloyd-Owen, Leicester; J. R. Pig- 
gott, Stoke-on-Trent; H. B. Rowe, Exeter; 
Cc. C. Shaw, Barking; F. G. Southgate, 
Walthamstow; E. A. Tornbohm, Darling- 
ton; A. W. Vincent, Harwich, and J. L. 
Wormersley, Northampton. 

After dinner, and the Loyal Toast, 
Mr. C. G. STILLMAN proposed the health 
of the City and Borough Architects’ 
Society. He said that the County Archi- 
tects’ Society. for which he spoke, was 
practically 100 per cent. strong, and he 
believed that t Society whom they 
were welcoming that evening was equally 
flourishing and he stressed their identity 
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their fields of operation must necessarily 
differ, their problems were largely the 
same, and he felt that nothing but 
to the two Societies and, i to 
the whole of the profession (and by that 
he included both official and private 
architects alike) could emerge from their 
association, and he regarded the gather- 
ing, over which he was so happy to _— 
side, as a token of that wider fellowship 
Mr. Leonarp C. Howrrt felt that he 
was compelled to take a leaf out of Mr. 
Stillman’s book in that the terms of re- 
ference on the Toast List confined him 
to proposing the health of the County 
Architects’ Society. He could endorse 
Mr. Stillman’s reference to the ties which 
bound the two Societies together, but 
whilst their terrain might indeed differ, 
he emphasised that the same: spirit ani- 
mated both Societies. In saying that, 


he spoke in no parochial sense because pose 


he felt, as did Mr. Stillman, that their 
joint interests were not confined to any 
section, official or otherwise, but em- 
braced the whole practice of architecture, 
and affected public and private practi- 
tioners, town and country alike; on all 
of whom the duty of meeting the needs 
of the country at a period of peculiar 
urgency and difficulty devolved. 

Mr. John H. Haugham, who was 
the original founder of the Count 
Architects’ Society, said that he felt 
rather like a startled parent, overwhelmed 
by the magnitude of his family, 
or like that  sorcerer’s apprentice 
who started what it lay beyond 
his power to control. He said that 
the original overtures which he made 
to his unsuspecting colleagues were 
occasioned—at least in part—by his 
sense of isolation in Cumberland and 
from his wish to be able to confer with 
his colleagues in other authorities. But 
underlying his fun there was emphasis on 
the need for unity, good will and 2 com- 
mon understanding within the whole pro- 
fession, and he spoke of the duty, as 
County or City or Borough Architects, 
to sustain not only each other but the 
best interests of the profession as a 
whole. 

Other speakers were Mr. JOHNSON 
Biacketrt (Hon. Secretary, C. and B.A.S.), 
who deputised for Mr. R. A. H_ Civett 
(Vice-President), and Mr. W. G. Davies, 
City Architect, Sheffield, the “father of 
the house.” 


QUANTITY SURVEYING FEES 


“Surely this could be done by one of 
our own staff—this would pay one man 
for three years at the rate of somewhere 
near £10 a week,” said Coun. M. A. 
Stevens, at a recent meeting of Nuneaton 
Town Council, commenting on the sum 
of £1,700 being provided for quantitv 
surveyor’s fees in connection with a fur- 
ther 192 houses to be built on the Cald- 
well Estate. i 

He thought in the interests of the com- 
munity such items should be cut as much 
as possible. He also commented on the 
“ large sum ” of £12,000 for contingencies. 

Coun. F. J. Warr replied they paid 
the normal quantity surveying fee; in fact, 
they paid less than the average. They 
had not adequate staff to deal with it on 
their own. 

Ald. C. H. Cartwright observed that 
contingencies came out at £60 per house. 
He was inclined to support Coun. Stevens’ 
view. 

The Town Clerk replied that 5 per cent. 
was the usual covering figure for con- 
tingencies. The stating of such a figure 
did not mean that it was going to be 


of interest and of opportunity. Whilst spent. 


BUILDING AND 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
LORD MORRISON’S PLEA AT 
QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ DINNER 
A. STRONG plea for the 

in the 


mittee of the Royal Institution of ° 
tered Surveyors, held on December 14 at 
the Savoy Hotel, London. 

The dinner was the first to be held by 
the Committee since 1938. Mr. T. Cuth- 
bertson Hill, Chairman of the Quantity 
Surveyors’ Committee, was in the chair. 

The toast of “ The Guests” was pro- 
d by Mr. Atrrep Harris, D.S.O., 
F.R.LC.S., who spoke of the heavy bur- 
den which fell on the shoulders of Mr. 
H. Godfrey Evans, principal assistant sec- 
retary of the Royal Institution, during the 
absence on war service of Brigadier A. H. 
Killick, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C. Unhappily, 
Mr. Evans, who had never missed a 
banquet of the Committee for 20 years 
and during most of that time had per- 
formed the administrative work in con- 
nection with it, was now suffering from a 
troublesome illness, and the speaker was 
sure the company would approve his sug- 
gestion that a message of good will and 
cheer be sent to Mr. Evans. 

Lorp Morrison, who replied to the 
toast, began by complimenting the 
Quantity Surveyors’ Committee of the 
R.LC.S. on the work it did in the public 
interest as members of an independent 
profession. “Some of us,” he said, “ are 
almost envious of the quantity surveyor 
with his practical knowledge of building 
construction, his capacity correctly to 
interpret contracts and specifications and 
understand architects’ drawings, His exact 
knowledge of rates of wages and prices 
of materials together with his ability to 
measure and describe them in a bill of 
quantities commands profound respect.” 

The speaker went on to mention that 
recently he came across a reference to 
an ancient code of lays said to date back 
to 2500 B.c. and was interested in the 
translation of one clause: “If a builder 
has built a house for a man and has not 
made strong his work and the house has 
fallen and caused the death of the owner 
of the house, that builder shall be put 
to death.” Truly, there was no nonsense 
about a law like that. 

Urging all connected with the building 
industry to move with the times, Lord 
Morrison said: “ We live in a changing 
world. ... If the building industry is 
to prosper (and if it doesn’t we are all 
sunk) it must adapt itself to changing Cir- 
cumstances and keep abreast of the 
latest discoveries and inventions. Organi- 
sation and methods must be kept up to 
date and it is useful to subject them occa- 
sionally to special scrutiny.” 

Such an examination, the speaker con- 


tinued, was now being made by the 
be ago Party on Building Operations. 
They all looked forward with lively in- 


terest to receiving the results of their 
labours in due course. 

Great emphasis to-day was being placed 
on research, with which he wholeheartedly 
agreed. In order that the building industry 
might benefit in this field an Advisory 
Council on Research and Development 
was set up a year ago, composed of 
sentatives of science, building professions 
and both sides of the building industry. 
During its first year the Council had 
tackled its tasks with vigour and had sug- 
gested or given its approval to a number 
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of projects which should materially in- 
crease the efficiency of the industry and 
improve the service it was able to give 
to the community. “The Council has 
recommended that we should give priority 
to development of pre-stressed concrete, 
a material which enables economies to 
be made in the use of steel, and to the 
investigation of new materials for con- 
structing and covering floors. “ My third 
and last aspect of the building industry 
for comment is the of Practice 
Committee set up in 1942, which, in co- 
operation with the British Standards Insti- 
tution, has made possible a considerable 
advance in the economical design of steel 
or reinforced concrete structures by the 
publication of Codes of Practice and re- 

ed Standard ifications for the use 
of steel and reinforced concrete in build- 
ing. Their general adoption would yield 
considerable savings in tonnage of steel. 
_ Lord Morrison concluded by suggest- 
ing that the distinguished and influential 
gathering present might co-operate in 
securing the general adoption in the build- 
ing industry of the proved results of re- 

and invention. 


SINGLE HOUSE PLOTS 


Tue Central Land Board have issued 
a short leaflet—“ House 2”—explaining 
the conditions under which people who 
bought plots of land before July 1 this 
year to build themselves houses, can have 
their development charge set off against 
their claim against the £300,000,000 fund. 
The text of the leaflet is: — 

1. The Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, imposes a development charge 
where a new house is built after July 1, 
1948. It also provides a fund of £300 
million for loss of development values, 
which must be claimed on or before 
March 31, 1949. The Central Land Board 
have already published information about 
these charges and payments in their 
pamphlets D.1A and S.1A. 

‘2. The Board have been authorised to 
make special arrangements for owners of 
“single house plots” who fulfil certain 
conditions. 

3. A person is eligible who 

(a) owned or leased (or had con- 
tracted to buy or lease) a piece of land 
on July 1, 1948; and 

(6) starts to build a house on that 

land, for occupation by himself, before 
January 7, 1952. The arrangements 
apply to one house only for any 
owner during the period. (The Board 
will also consider cases on their merits 
where the house is built for the per- 
sonal occupation of a member of the 
immediate family of the owner.) 


4. Such a person will be 

(a) entitled to a payment from the 
£300 million fund not less than the de- 
velopment value in his land for the 
erection of a house; and 


(b) allowed to set off development 
charge against this payment from the 
fund. He will be asked to undertake 
that his claim shall become a security 
for the development charge. 


5. The effect of these arrangements is 
that no cash payment will be required 
by the Board at any time, unless market 
values rise between 1947 and the time 
when the house is erected. (Claims are 
assessed on values existing in 1947, de- 
velopment charges on values existing 
when the house is to be erected.) 

6. An essential condition is that a claim 
on the £300 million fund must be made 
on form S.1 to the Central Land Board 
before building starts, and in any case 
before March 31, 1949. If this claim is 
mot made charge will be payable. 


THE BUILDER 


HOLIDAY SCHEME 
MANAGEMENT 


MR. CHAPMAN’S COMMENTS 
To THE EDITOR OF The Builder. 

Sirn,—The editorial comment in your 
last issue on the administration of the 
Holidays with Pay Scheme will have been 
read with interest and I trust you will 
permit me to reply to the suggestions 
and observations made. 

In the first place it should be clearly 
understood that the Management Com- 
pany is not responsible for the terms of 
the Agreement or its interpretation; it is 
solely responsible for its administration. 
Your suggestion that the Management 
should explain the reason for the rules 
laid down in the Agreements is obviously 
outside its jurisdiction. I fail to under- 
stand your reference to “a sympathetic 
approach to those whom it exists to serve.” 
I would point out that the Management 
Company has no discretionary powers 
whatever. Further, it must not be over- 
looked that the Scheme is not a slate 
club or a deposit concern from which to 
draw out money when wanted, but a 
Holiday Scheme which I submit is suc- 
pes contributory in no_ small 
measure to building trade workers’ 
happiness, health and industrial effici- 
ency. 

You correctly refer to the fact that the 
Company has had its administrative diffi- 
culties. These always attend all pioneer- 
ing efforts, but it is true to state, severe 
as they were in consequence of the war, 
they could undoubtedly have been con- 
siderably lessened by the application of 
more reasonable consideration by the 
London County Council, the Ministry of 
Works in the matter of accommodation 
and the Board of Trade Paper Controller 
at a time when the Management Com- 
pany was endeavouring to apply the in- 
dustrial agreements consistent with 
Government Policy confirmed in the 
Holidays with Pay Act, 1938. 

Everybody who know the facts will en- 
dorse your statement that much credit 
is due to the leaders on both sides for 
formulating and securing the adoption of 
such a splendid joint industrial effort. 
Also they would agree that where the 
provisions of the Agreement have been 
observed, there have been no difficulties. 
Much credit is due to a considerable 
number of employers who have so ad- 
mirably assisted in the observance of 
the objects of the Scheme and for the 
operatives’ co-operation. 

I do not know what impression you 
intended to convey in your statement 
that it is not always possible to deal 
with claims immediately. The fact is, 
at the time of writing, that the records 
show that this year 136,114 employers’ 
claims have been paid and, where in 
order, within an approximate period of 
three days, as compared with 70,230 in the 
corresponding period last year, and in 
addition 267,797 direct claims from 
operatives were paid in the main on the 
due date and a considerable number by 
return post. The Management Com- 
pany has been the recipient of many testi- 


monials both from employers and 
operatives alike. 
In reply to your suggestion that 


“the Management Board might do well 
to consider the establishment of regional 
offices instead of running the whole 
scheme from London” I would point out 
that my Board considered this suggestion 
in 1942 and unanimously rejected it. It 
was again raised in 1946 in consequence 
of a suggestion at the Annual Meeting of 
members. In order to obtain impartial 
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expert opinion on the suggestion and on 
the efficiency of the prevailing system of 
administration, arrangements were made 
by persons who had a —— experience 
of the problems associated with such a 
scheme as that administered by the 
Management Company. The report on 
this investigation showed satisfaction as 
to the efficiency of the system in opera- 
tion and that any change to another 
form of decentralisation (the present 
system is an_ effective decentralised 
scheme) to area offices would contain no 
advantages—in fact, there would be a 
number of disadvantages including in- 
creased staff, multiplicity of controls, 
difficulties of unification of policy and 
accounting, etc.—and further, it was abun- 
dantly clear that any extra cost of work- 
ing the scheme would fall direct on the 
operatives and in increased measure if 
investments were disturbed. 

Considerable thought has been and 
should continue to be directed to your 
excellent suggestion, namely “it should 
be the object of industrial leadership to 
remove the sources of misunderstanding 
and friction.” Charles Dickens in “Hard 
Times ” wrote: “ you can only form the 
minds of reasoning animals upon Facts; 
nothing else will be of any service to 
them.” You state they do not reflect. 
It is amazing these days the number of 
persons who do not read the facts sent 
them. There are, and I suppose always 
will be, individuals whose minds get 
pivoted on one aspect, and no matter how 
you try to guide them or how many 
written explanations are sent, they will 
not take the trouble to understand; there- 
fore it is always unwise to form, as so 
many do, an erroneous impression from 
exceptions to the general rule. 

May I, in conclusion, recall the con- 
siderable difficulties that attended the 
first introduction of compulsory insur- 
ance by the National Insurance Act, 1911, 
covering 24 million ye fr of 
which I had an intimate knowl , and 
compare the splendid progress of our 
Annual and Public Holidays Schemes? 
It is fitting, therefore, to quote the words 
of Sir Frederick Leggett, namely, “a 
good job of work has been accomplished 
in the administration of the Scheme ” 
and, may I add, with the minimum of 
friction. Ernest J. CHAPMAN. 

General Manager and_ Secretary, 

Building and Civil Engineering 

Holidays Scheme Management Ltd. 
82, New Cavendish-street, W.1. 


:*s We would have thought it was 
obvious what is meant by a sympathetic 
approach, namely, that it is worth while 
taking a good deal of trouble if need be 
to ensure that the operative should under- 
stand the why and wherefore of the 
regulations which must necessarily — 
made for so large a scheme. Our leading 
article made it quite clear that we do not 
expect that the Management Company 
should bear the whole burden of this 
task, but it is surprising that Mr. Chap- 
man should suggest that it is not 2 
matter for the Company at all. Granted 
that the Management Company _}s 
limited to administering the Holiday 
Scheme, it is quite clear that this 
problem is very largely a matter of ad- 
ministration.—Eprror. 


Archaeological Adviser to Pakistan. 

Dr. R. E. Mortimer WHEELER has 
accepted an invitation by the Government 
of Pakistan to serve as adviser in archae- 
ological matters in the Dominion, 
including the setting up of a department 
for the exploration and preservation © 
ancient sites and the formation of 4 
national museum at Karachi. 
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PROMPT DECISIONS IN 
BUILDING 


CAPT. MARPLES ON HOW COSTS 
CAN BE CUT 


Mr. D. C. C. Rosperts, M.A., F.1.0.B., 
presided over the annual luncheon of 
Central Area No. 3 of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, held on December 
8. There was a full company present at 
the Horse Shoe Hotel, Tottenham Court- 
road. A telegram of greeting was sent 
to Mr. F. J. Gayer, senior past-president, 
who was unable to be present. 

The principal speaker was CAPTAIN 
ERNEST MaArPLes, M.P., who, describing 
himself as a builder as well as a politician, 
said that building was a sadly maligned 
industry, for 70 per cent. of the builder's 
work on a large contract was subcon- 
tracted out, and the builder had no room 
for maneeuvring. Building, again, was not 
a factory operation ‘conducted under 
cover. Builders’ opportunities to make a 
fair profit were through good management 
and there should be a Time and Progress 
schedule on every job. For a contract to 
run smoothly, one wanted materials, not 
only in the right quantities and places, but 
at the right time. One wanted labour of 
the right kind which would see the job 
through. One needed, above all, prompt 


decisions. “It is less important,” said 
the speaker, “ that the decisions be correct 
in every detail than that they should be | 


speedy.” He related a story of two con- 
tracts for similar schools on the South 
Coast, one of which was finished nine 
months after the other, after an equal 
start, solely because no decisions could be 
obtained from the local authority. A 
fourth thing that was required was a dif- 
ferent form of contract from the one in 
use at present. 

“ Builders,” said the speaker, “have 
never made profits commensurate with 
their place in the national economy,” and 
he commended the London Master 
Builders’ Association on having consti- 
tuted itself a pressure group. 


A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. 
T. Mrcner Sapcore, F.I.0.B., and 
seconded by Mr. B. L. Moraan, M.I1.0.B. 
(hon. treasurer). 


The toast of the L.M.B.A. was pro- 
posed by Sir ALFreD Hurst, K.B.E., 
chairman, London Builders’ Conference, 
who said that he had learned to value 
highly the character of the ordinary 
builder. Though builders were not all 
swans, there was, he thought, some factor 
underlying his belief, possibly in influence 
of job on character. People like sailors, 
farmers and builders who had to play 
with, and not against the vagaries of 
weather, found that these influences 
moulded character. Sir Alfred urged the 
importance of prices being fair to both the 
building owner and the builder. 

In responding, Mr. D. C. BUuRGEsS, 
president, L.M.B.A., said that the Asso- 
ciation was always at the service of those 
who wished to know more about building. 
As he read Hansard he had been struck 
by the abysmal ignorance of many of 
those in the House who disc the 
building industry. The present appear- 
ance was almost his last as president, and 
he would stress again, as he had through- 
out his year, the need for unity between 
men of good will. He had sought a basis 
for unity and co-operation between master 
and man: that search must continue. 

The toast of “ The Guests” was pro- 
posed by Mr. A. H. P. Hupson, and 
seconded by ALD. H. Hynp and Mr. A. C. 
Bossom, F.R.1.B.A., M.P. 


\ 


THE BUILDER 


717 


PRICE BUILD-UP TO-DAY 


No. 9 «New Series) 


Painter. 
By “‘ CAIN” (V.C. ABELL). 


KNOT, prire and stop and three oils to 
wood, and rub .down and three oils 
to metal need no explanatory notes, as the 
analyses given here are on similar lines to 
those previously published. The rates 
per yard super given in Decorating Mis- 
cellany are in several cases not conclusive ; 
they are given as a guide only, and readers 
are asked not to read more into them than 
it is the writer’s intention to convey. 
The numerous makes of stain on the 


market to-day vary in cost and covering 


capacity ; some of the timber in use absorbs 
more than the average quantity, and the 
type of stopping to be used depends on the 
make of the stain and the colour. 

The covering capacity of plastic paint is 
dependent on the depth of the texture, and 
the labour constant should include the time 
occupied in setting out the design; in 


plain stippled work this, of course, does not . 


apply. 

The covering capacity used in the 
analysis for two coats ““Snowcem” on 
cement rendering is as recommended by 
the makers and, in the writer’s opinion, is 
a conservative estimate. The covering 
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(The Publisher, 4, Cuketlanamene au. 


wych, W.C.2), price 5s. 3d. post free. 
*, A new series by Mr. V. C. Abell will commence 
in the New Year.— Eprror. 


RUB DOWN AND (3) ON METAL. 











- ain of item | Materials Labour Total cost 
BES es i Cost } 
Included in the quantities | Total cost | 
for all materials is a of Painter Painter | 
waste allowance of S percent; materials | | at hr. | 
i | | 35.424. | Collection | 
, Pence | Hours | Pence | Pence | s. @. Unit 
Rub down and paint 23.25° 65 | 23.02 | 46.27 | 3 10} per yd. sup. 
two undercoats and 
one finishing on | 
metal 
Do. in narrow widths 1.94 | BF: 3 2.47 4.41 0 4) per yd. run 
n.e. 3 in. girth 
Do. exceeding 3 in. 3.87 | 12 | 43 8.12 0 8 ” 
n.e. 6 in. girth 
Do. do. 6 in. ne. 5.81 — eee Gar. 2 1) es és 
9 in. girth | 
Do. do. 9 in. ne. 7.75 | 24 | 850 | 16.25 1 4 io 
12 in. girth | 


The following sashes are amr on “Rub down and Gy on metal” per yd. 
sup., less 75 per cent. of materials, the labour remaining constant to account for 


time spent cutting in. 


Rub down and paint! 
two undercoats and) 
one finishing to metal 
sashes divided into 
squares, n.e. 2 ft. 6in. 
sup. each (both sides’ 
measured) 

Do. large do. ne. 
5 ft. sup. each (b.s.m.), 

Do. extra large do.' 
n.e. 10 ft. sup. —_ 
(b.s.m.) | 


19.39 2.16 


38.78 
71.56 | 


4.33 


Do. casement edges | 6.45 
Do. to metal sashes) 5.81 
as previously de-| ~ 
scribed, but in) | 
accordance with the 
1948 Standard) | 
Method of Measure- 
ment (b.s.m.) 


| 76.50 | 95.89 | 8 O  perdozen 
oe 
| 153.36 | 192.14 | 16 % 
306.73 | 384.29 | 32 04 29 
j i 
| | 
j i 
743 | 13.88 | 1 2 each 
| 28.83 | 2 5S per yd. sup. 





* This price is made up as follows :— 


Emery cloth .0105 quires at 6s. per quire 78 
Undercoat .0301 gals at 44s. per gal. 15.90 
Finishing coat .0125 gals. at 44s. per 60 


gal. 6: 
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KNOT, PRIME, STOP AND (3) TO WOOD. 





































spent in cutting in. 
































Description of item Materials Labour Tetal cost 

Included in the quantities | Total PH 

for all materials is a cost of Painter Painter Collection 

waste allowance of 5 per | materials at per hr. 

cent. 35.424. 
Pence Hours Pence Pence a5 2. Unit 

Knot, prime, stop and | 31.72+ 91 32.23 63.95 5 4 peryd. sup. 

two undercoats and 

one finishing to 

wood. 2.83 5.47 0 54 per yd. run 
Do., in narrow widths 2.64 08 

n.e. 3 in. girth. 
Do., exceeding 3 in. 5.28 16 5.66 10.94 0 11 ae 

n.e. 6 in. girth. 
Do., exceeding 6 in. 7.93 2a 8.14 16.07 1 4 fe 

n.e. 9 in. girth. 
Do., exceeding 9 in. 10.57 | 31 10.98 21.55 1 94 acs 

n.e. 12 in. girth. 


The following sashes are based on “ K.p.s. and (3) to wood” per yd. sup., less 
75 per cent. of materials, the labour remaining constant to account for the time 













































































Knot, prime, stop and 26.43 3.03 | 107.32 {| 133.75 | 11 1} per dozen 
two undercoats and 
one finishing to 
wood sash squares, 
n.e. 2 ft. 6 in. sup. 
each (b.s.m.). 
Do., large do., n.e.| 52.82 6.06 214.64 267.46 | 22 34 “a 
5 ft. 0 in. sup. each 
(b.s.m.) 
Do., extra large, do. | 105.64 12.12 429.29 534.93 | 44 7 na 
n.e. 10 ft. 0 in. sup. 
each (b.s.m.) 
Do., casement edges 8.81 .26 9.20 18.01 1 6 each 
Do., to wood sash 7.93 91 32.23 40.16 3 4} per yd. sup. 
squares as _ pre- 
viously described, 
but in accordance 
with the 1948 
S.M.M. (b.s.m.). 
+ This price is made up as follows :— 
Knotting . .0013 gals. at 24/-pergal. = .37 pence 
Priming SF it 5 Se ee cad ee noe 
Putty wna . .0005 cwt. , 45/- ,, cw. = 23 
Glass paper ... .0105 quires > BR ee eh ens 
Undercoat_... 0301 gals. » 44/- ,, gal. = 15.89.,, 
Finishing coat .0125 gals. 5 IS oe ae = 6.60 
31.72 
DECORATING MISCELLANY. 
Description of item | Materials | Labour Total cost 
| | Cost Cost 
Included in the quantities for all | Painter| Painter 
materials is a waste allowance of | i at Collec- 
5 per cent. perhr.| tion 
35.42. 
| Gals Pence Hours | Pence | Pence js. d. Unit 
at 2/1 gal. | 
Creosote one coat to unfixed | .035 | .87 1S | 5.31 | 6.18 0 6} per yd. sup. 
carcase timber. | 
- ~ to carcase | .035 | «87 te 8.14 | 9.01 0 9 a 
timber fixed in position. 
at 9/- gal. 
Solignum one coat to wrot | 018 | 1.94 18 6.37 | 8.31 0 84 Pa 
timber. 
at 17/- gal. 
Spirit stain one coat to do. | .006 1.22 1S §.31 | 6.53 0 64 i 
at 21/- gal. 
Oil stain one coat to do. 0105| 2.64 17 6.02 | 8.66 0 8} os 
at 33/- gal. 
Copal varnish Ist coat O15 5.94 .20 7.08 | 13.02 1 1 ui 
= #2 2nd coat | 0105; 4.15 17 | 6.02 | 10.17 0 10} re 
| Ibs. | at 2/- Ib. 
Wax polish (hospital type)one | .122 | 292 | 30 |10.62|13.54|1 13 __,, 
coat. é Ibs. | at 9}d. Ib, 
Plastic. paint, plain stipple | 1.64 15.58 50 {17.71 | 33.29 |2 9} - 
finish. | ewts. lat 56/-cwt. 
Snewcem two coats on new | .0058) 3.89 45 |15.93 |}19.82 1 8 oi 
cement rendered walls. . emsrucres 
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HARDBOARD IN 
BUILDING 


AN ALTERNATIVE TO PLYWOOD 


By R. G. Bateson, M.A. (A Principal 
Scientific Officer, Ministry of Works). 


(WING to various difficulties of supply, 

mainly due to the shortage of 
foreign currency, the allocation of ply- 
wood for housing and most building pur- 
poses has been reduced to 300 sq. ft. per 
1,000 ft. sup. of floor area of the build- 
ing. The previous allowance was 450 

. ft., which was not enough to pro- 
vide both for flush doors and kitchen 
cabinets in houses. It was therefore 
necessary to confine the use of plywood 
to door panels, employing the balance in 
such things as kitchen cabinets, balus- 
trading for the staircase and various small 
items. It is clear that 300 sq. ft. per 
1,000 ft. sup. floor area is not enough to 
meet all requirements on the above basis, 
and while hardboard is not exactly a sub- 
stitute for plywood, it can certainly be 
used for a number of purposes. It has 
the advantage of being considerably 
aeene than plywood, and it takes paint 
satisfactorily. 

If hardboard could be regarded as a 
suitable material for door panels and for 
the facings of flush doors, the plywood 
situation would be relieved and flush 
doors could be used more extensively. 
Unfortunately there has not yet been suf- 
ficient experience in this country to jus- 
tify the issue of a British Standard to 
cover the point. There are good reasons 
for believing that some hardboards are 
satisfactory. In fact, the material has 
been employed in this respect for years in 
Scandinavia, and is often prefe to ply- 
wood when a painted finish is desired. But 
there are different qualities of hardboard, 
and material which complies with British 
Standard No. 1142: 1943, “ Fibre Build- 
ing Board for General Purposes,” is not 
necessarily of the same quality as that 
normally employed abroad for door con- 
struction. Even so, with certain methods 
of door construction, the poorest quality 
come with the Standard may prove 
suitable. But it is too early to know yet. 
Before hardboard in general can be 
recommended for doors it will be neces- 
sary to have performance tests, and such 
tests are not likely to be available for 
some months. — 


Kitchen Cabinets. 

In the case of kitchen cabinets, how- 
ever, it is considered that even the poorest 
quality complying with B.S. 1142 will be 
satisfactory, provided the form of con- 
struction laid down in the recently issued 
British Standard No. 1195: 1948, “ Kit- 
chen Fitments and Equipment,” is ad- 
hered to. Here, then, is an immediate 
and substantial substitution in house con- 
struction. About 300 sq. ft. of plywood 
was required for this job, but units made 
with hardboard are already on the mar- 
ket. The builder can, of course, construct 
his own units to the requirements of the 
specification. ‘ 

About 30 to 40 sq. ft. of plywood is 
required for panelling the baluster and 
landing in a small house. Hardbeard has 
frequently been used for this purpose, 
and appears to be satisfactory, though 
it is not as strong as plywood. The main 
danger in the use of hardboard for pane!- 
ling is that it may be damaged by heavy 
articles of furniture, etc. When trunks or 
pieces of furniture are carried up and 
downstairs there is some r of in- 
flicting severe blows on the, balustrading. 
It would therefore a desirable to use 
two sheets of }-in. 40 Bene glued back 
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to back. In any case, as one face of the 
hardboard is rough, a much better finish 
is secured when the two rough faces are 
glued together. 

If hardboard is Properly supported on 
the lines laid down in B.S. 1195, and 
painted to prevent spilled liquids from 
being absorbed, it should serve well for 
shelving, thus serving as a substitute for 
softwood boarding and releasing some of 
the. scanty allowance of softwood for 
other uses. Of course, softwood framing 
should be used for the hardboard, but the 
amount needed is not very great. 

Light-duty articles such as trapdoor 
covers, service hatches, duct covers, etc., 
can be made from hardboard and framed 
up in softwood. In some respects the 
may be more satisfactory than tions 

The poorer quality hardboard can be 
glued and painted satisfactorily, but is 
rather weak in cross-tension. For this 
reason it is always a good plan to protect 
the edges of hardboard sheets either by a 
beading or a cover strip, by recessing into 
a groove or by some other means designed 
to prevent the edge of the board from 
scuffing or rubbing against other 
material. 

The acquisition of hardboard for hous- 
ing work is governed by the Ministry of 
Health Circular 136/48, which sets out 
the procedure to be adopted in order to 
obtain the necessary authority to pur- 
chase. No difficulties should arise in 
securing sufficient hardboard. to cover 
tg requirements of the type outlined 

ere. 


CONCRETE FOR ROADS 


MINISTRY ADVISES AGAINST USE 


THe Government has requested all local 
authorities in Britain to avoid the use of 
concrete in the construction of new hous- 
ing and industrial estate roads in future. 
The request is made in a letter from 
the Ministry of Transport, which is the 
sponsoring Ministry of the quarrying in- 
dustry, and was issued after consultation 
with the Ministry of Health. The letter, 
which is signed by the Ministry’s deputy 
secretary, Mr. C. A. Birtchnell, says :— 

“ I am directed oy the Minister of Trans- 
port to state that he would be glad if 
highway authorities would review their 
specifications for new roads to be taken 
over by them on housing and industrial 
estates with the object of ensuring that 
concrete (and particularly reinforced con- 
crete) construction is avoided wherever 
possible, and suitable alternative specifi- 
cations adopted. os 

“In making this request the Minister 
fully appreciates that highway authorities 
normally specify concrete construction for 
estate roads in order to limit their future 
maintenance obligations in respect of such 
roads, but in the present circumstances, 
when it is imperative to reduce home 
demands for steel and cement to a mini- 
mum, he feels that he is justified in making 
his appeal for a modification of normal 
requirements. ict 

“ Having regard to the many variations 

uired to meet local circumstances, the 
Minister considers it impracticable to sug- 
gest any alternative specification for 
general use, but should any difference of 
opinion arise between the highway autho- 
rity and the authority responsible for the 
construction of estate roads as to the most 
suitable specification in any. particular 
case, the Minister’s divisional road engi- 
neer will be pleased to advise, if so re- 
quested.” 

In a comment on this, Mr. A. V. Dalzell, 
secretary of the Federated Quarry Owners, 
writes :— 

“ It will not remove the threat of serious 
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unemployment in areas exclusively 
ducing roadstone—caused by Sir Stafford 
Cripps’ 25 per cent. road grants cut, but 
it may help to offset the dispersal of staffs 
in those areas which are beginning to feel 
the effects of the reduced capital expendi- 
ture policy.” 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Statistics. 

Mr. Marpies asked the Minister of 
Health if he would publish a monthly 
housing return giving the number of 
houses which had been put to contract 
and commenced. 

Mr. Bevan.—No, sir; I consider the 
— arrangements for quarterly pub- 
ication are sufficient. 


Government Training. 

Mr. Key, replying to Sir Waldron 
Smithers, said the cost of erecting and 
adapting buildings for Ministry of Labour 
Government Training Centres in the 
financial years since 1945 had been: 
1945/46, £1,086,570; 1946/47, £3,131,690; 
1947/48, £1,379,754; and 1948/49 (to 
October 31, 1948) £356,440. 


Mr. Isaacs, Minister of Labour, told | 


Mr. Ross that one Government Training 
Centre in Scotland had classes for train- 
ing men in the main building trades; 15 
men were in training as carpenters, 14 as 
painters and 7 as stone masons. 

Mr. Isaacs said, in reply to Mrs. 
Mann, that about 52,000 men, after train- 
ing in the Government Training Centres, 
had entered the building industry. 


Steel-Framed Buildings. 

Mr. Key, replying to Mr. Erroll, said 
eleven steel-framed buildings were at 
present under construction in London for 
use as Government offices. The total 
area of office space which would be pro- 
vided by these buildings was about 
1,340,000 sq. ft. 


Rebuilding of Cities. 

Mr. Erroitt asked the Minister of 
Works what would be the role of his 
Department in the rebuilding of the cities 
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defined in the Town and. Country: Plap- 
ning Act as areas of extensive,war dam- 


age. "48 8 
Mr. Key said that his 

would issue building licences for these 
cities within the limits of the. resources 
that could be made available, and would 

be responsible for the erection 
of any new Government buildings ,that 
would be required. ye BE 


Housing Priorities. rs * ageebiat 

Mr. GRENFELL asked the Ministet ‘of 
Health whether he would state the ‘om 
ditions for granting priority in the ‘leetttig 
of new _dwelling-houses in mining areas: 

Mr. Bevan said no specific conditions 
had been laid down, but he hadasked 
the local housing authorities see gate 
cial consideration to the needs’ of miners. 


Greater London Plan. e, 
Mr. Pratrs-Miits asked the Mifiistét 
of Town and Country Planning’ when it 
was proposed to announce constite- 
tion and personnel of the Planning Board 
recommended in the Abercrombie Report 
to be set up to carry out the proposafs 
contained in the Greater London Plan.” 
Mk. SILKIN said a committee under. the 
chairmanship of Mr. Clement Davies was 
set up in 1 to consider the appropfiate 
machinery for securing concerted action 
in the implementation of a regionalplan 
for London as a whole. Their delibera- 
tions had been delayed by the ‘changes 
made in planning administration by ‘the 
Act of 1947 and he had not yet had 
their ay Until he had their tepert, 
which hoped to receive’ shortly,’ le 
could not come to any conclusion’ on 
this matter. ' 
Mr. Pratrs-Miits asked the Minister 
of Town and Country Planning what’ pro- 
gress had been made in carrying out fhe 
recommendations of the  Abercronibie 
Plan for the decentralisation of ‘ poptla- 
tion and industry in the Greater ‘Lo: 
area and, in particular, in which ‘areas 
had there been a reduction im the density 
of the popes to the recomme 
figure of 136 persons per acre. as 
Mr. SILKIN said that work on site pre- 
paration was in progress at four new 
towns around London. Corporations tad 
been set ip for two other such new towns 
and two more proposals were under: ¢on- 
sideration. In addition, schemes for the 
expansion of selected towns were being 
—_ a on re ———s con- 
cerned and a phased building 
for all developments proposed for ‘the 
accommodation of population and_ in- 
dustry from London was also in ra- 
tion. No permanent reduction the 
density of population in inner areas: was 
possible until the economic situation per- 
mitted the large-scale building of’ houses 
in the new towns and other réception 
centres. “al 


Betterment Charges. 
Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning if he would 
issue an explanatory White Paper regard- 
ing the payment of betterment charges, 
with particular reference to charges now 
being made to persons desiring te build 
a home. iar 
Mr. Sitkin said that the Central Land 
Board had already published a ‘pamphilet 
D.1.A. setting out the principles upon 
which development charge ‘was ‘Geter- 
mined and the arrangements for‘ payment. 
They had also published .a pamphlet, 
“ House 1,” i to buyers and seilers 
of land for building a house ‘advice in 
the light of the liability to a 
charge; and a further pam 
2,” was about to be pub 
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the arrangements which had been made 
for those who bought a plot for a house 
before July 1, ; 

Mr. Hurp asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer if he would now state the ar- 
rangements for offsetting development 
charges under the Town and Country 
Planning Act in cases where a factory 
extension was to be built on land already 
held for the purpose. 

Sin Starrorp Cripps said this matter 
had been carefully considered, but he had 
reached the conclusion that it was not 
possible to extend to land developed for 
additional factories the special arrange- 
ments made for land developed for a 
house for the owner’s occupation. The 
treatment to be given to claimants of 
this kind would be a matter for considera- 
tion in framing the Treasury scheme under 
Section 58 of this Act. 


Historic Houses. 

Replying tc Mr. Chetwynd, Sir 
StafrorD Cripps said that in the last 
year or so it had been necessary to make 
special provision from public funds in 
_order to secure for the nation certain 
houses of national importance which 
might otherwise have been in danger. 
The Government thought, however, that 
it was unsatisfactory to have to deal with 
such cases in a piecemeal way, and that 
it was necessary to work out a general 
policy. Ir order that the various issues 
might be fully ventilated before any 
general decisions were reached, he had 
decided to appoint a Committee with the 
following terms of refence:—* To con- 
sider and report what general arrange- 
ments might be made by the Government 
for the preservation, maintenance and use 
of houses of outstanding historic or archi- 
tectural interest which might otherwise 
not be preserved, including, where desir- 
able, the preservation of a house and its 
contents as a unity.” The members of 
the Committee were:—Sir Ernest Gowers, 
G.B.E., K.C.B. (Chairman), Lady Ander- 
son, Mr. W. H. Ansell, M.C., F.R.LB.A., 
Prof. A. F. Blunt. C.V.O., Sir Cyril Fox, 
F.B.A., F.S.A., Litt.D., Mr. J. D. Imrie, 
C.B.E., and Mr. J. C. Little, C.B.E. 


Aluminium Houses. 

Mr. Orr-Ewinc asked whether any 
further tenders for permanent aluminium 
houses were now to be approved. 

In reply to Mr. Orr-Ewing, Mr. BEVAN 
said that no further contracts by local 


authorities for permanent aluminium 
houses were under consideration. 
Scottish Affairs. 


Lt.-Comm. CLARK HUTCHISON asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland what ma- 
terials used in the construction of houses 
were at present in short supply. 

Mr. Woopsurn said that the materials 
position had improved in recent months, 
but a greater production by the indus- 
tries concerned of certain types of cast- 
iron goods and of electrical cable was 
required to meet the current needs of 
housing schemes. In addition, while sub- 
stantial stocks of timber were now held 
in this country it was still not possible 
to remove controls over the allocation 
of timber to meet the housing demands 
of local authorities because of the many 
other priority claims which had to be con- 
sidered. 


Mr. Woopsurn, in reply to Mr. N. 
id that there was no ban 
by local authorities of 


enn Soon this size had so far 
approved in the post-war housing 
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programme. 
temporary houses of three apartments had 
been completed. Any proposals for the 
provision of flats would be considered on 
their merits. 

In reply to Mr. Rankin, Mr. Woop- 
BURN said that, so far as they could judge, 
very few local authorities in Scotland were 
in balance with their housing programme. 
As local authorities got into balance he 
was ready to consider their position and 
in a few cases he had found it. possible 
to authorise the commencement of new 
building. 

Mr. RANKIN asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland what steps he was tak- 
ing to bring the building of new houses 
in Scotland into balance with the pro- 
gramme for the rest of the United King- 
dom, keeping in view their respective 
needs. 

Mr. Woopsurn said that the size of 
the housing programme depended on the 
capacity of the building industry to meet 
housing needs and the demands of other 
essential services. The industry was now 
building at the rate of about 20,000 per- 
manent houses a year, but it had still 
some 40,000 under construction. The 
best immediate contribution towards 
meeting Scotland’s housing needs would 
result from any speeding up which might 
be possible in the completion of these un- 
finished houses. 

In reply to Mr. Willis and Mr. Ross, 
Mr. Woopsurn said that orders had-been 
placed during 1948 for 2,492 non-tradi- 
tional houses. Some _ 14,500 non- 
traditional permanent houses were at pre- 
sent under construction and the major 
part would be built by the end of next 
year. The wishes of the local authori- 
ties concerned would determine how many 
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In addition, nearly 32,000 of the houses included in new tenders in 


1949 would be non-traditional houses, but 
the sponsoring firms should find it pos- 
sible to start some 6,000 under pro- 
grammes already arranged. 

Cort. GOMME-DUNCAN asked the Secre- 
tary of State for Scotland what action he 
had taken or was taking to implement 
the recommendations of the Laidlaw 
Committee in regard to: increasing the 
— of building materials for Scot- 
and. 

Mr. Woopsurn said that action had 
already been taken to implement the 
Committee’s first recommendation that 
in present circumstances some restriction 
of new commitments was necessary, and 
he was glad to say that since the Com- 
mittee reported there had been a general 
improvement in the supply of materials. 

As regards the other recommendations, 
he had brought them to the attention of 
the local . authorities and other appro- 
priate bodies. 


ENTERPRISE IN BUILDING 


CONSTRUCTION AT HOME AND 
ABROAD 


BUILDING activities extending from 
England to West, East and South Africa 
and to America were outlined by 
Mr. FRANK TAYLOR, chairman of Messrs. 
Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., at the annual 
dinner, held at Grosvenor House on 
Tuesday evening. The company, he 
said, were building schools in places as 
far apart as Nairobi in East Africa and 
Chingford, in Essex;. while a second 
penicillin factory, a factory for Scottish 
Industrial Estates, opencast coalmining 
and a power station extension at East 
Ham were among British enterprises in 
which they were engaged. Overseas the 
company were taking part in what was 
probably the greatest colonial develop- 
ment scheme in history, the groundnuts 
scheme in East Africa where, in addition 
to running a pipe line 127 miles long 
from the bush to the coast, they were 
building a sawmill, workshops, schools, 
a hospital, bank and housing for several 
thousand people. 

“ Finally,” said Mr. Taylor, “ we have 
been entrusted with the City of 
London’s first major piece of reconstruc- 
tion, building of offices for the Holborn 
Viaduct Land Co., for which Sir Thomas 
Bennett is architect, which will eventu- 
ally house 1,500 workers. This goes to 
show that in a world of restrictions, 
regulations and red tape, there is still 
room for enterprise and the satisfaction 
of doing a good job well.” 


The chairman was responding to the 
toast of “the Company,” proposed by 
Sirk THOMAS BENNETT, C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A.. 
who had outlined the development of 
the company from pre-war days, through 
the war period when the firm built fac- 
tories, aerodromes and took part in the 
“Mulberry” project to the present 
when, in its many foreign developments 
it was carrying the British tradition of 
enterprise abroad. “If I may speak 
colloquially,” said Sir Thomas, “ the 
firm of Taylor Woodrow shows those 
qualities of guts and brains which make 
companies go and which have mad 
England succeed.” t 


The toast of the guests (who, with 
the members of the staff, made up 4 
company of more than 300) was pro- 
posed in a witty speech by Si HAROLD 
BELLMAN, M.B.E., and responded to by 
Mr. ‘Rosert KEEN (Director, Federation 
of Civil Engineering Contractors). An 
excellent cabaret entertained during the 
evening. 
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HEATING SMALL HOUSES 
POST-WAR IMPROVEMENTS 


ALTHOUGH the average size of houses 
has been increased since the war and 
there is less coal available, the problems 
of heating could be solved by planning 
in relation to heating and the use of the 
correct combination of fuels and 
appliances, in the opinion of Mr. JoHN 
A. PrvckHearRD, A.R.LB.A., who gave a 
talk on “ Heating the Small Dwelling ™ at 
the Housing Centre, on November 23. 

There were three things which archi- 
tects wanted to know about heating a 
house, he said. They were:—the stan- 
dards which had to be worked to; how 
these standards could be achieved in 
terms of appliances, fuels, plan arrange- 
ments and heating installations; and the 
capital cost and running cost to the 
tenant. 

Only since the war had standards of 
heating of houses been laid down. Before 
then the average consumption of coal was 
very high—about five tons per family 
per year, including the coal used in 
generating electricity for heating. Eighty 
per cent. of the heat from coal was 
wasted in flue losses or ash. Of the re- 
maining 20 per cent. a great deal was 
rapidly dissipated in draughts. 

There were three ways of heating a 
house. One was to heat only part of 
the house (most of the pre-war installa- 
tions were in that category). Another 
was the “two stage” method recom- 
mended by the Egerton Committee, set 
up in 1942, whereby the heating standard 
was achieved in two “jumps,” by 
establishing a “background” tempera- 
ture of about 50 deg. and then increasing 
the temperature as more heat was 
required. The third method was to heat 
the whole house. Only practical ex- 
perience would show which of the last 
two systems was the better. 


Insulation and Ventilation. 

It was clearly not much use installing 
highly efficient appliances in a house if 
the heat they produced was dissipated 
through the walls and cracks. A house 
with a number of projections and re- 
entrant angles was worse from the heat- 
ing point of view than one which was 
approximately a cube. Houses should 
be designed with as little external surface 
as possible. 

Another way to achieve a higher stan- 
dard of heating was to put in efficient in- 
sulation. It was believed that the 
increased capital expenditure represented 
by a little more money spent on insula- 
tion would be outweighed by the 
resultant saving in heating costs. The 
experiments carried out on eight houses 
at Garston by the Building Research 
Station gave support to this view. It did 
not increase cost much to put in breeze 
as an addition to the walls. For about 
£8 the whole of the living-space of a 
small house could be insulated, although 
a more expensive method would be 
necessary in flats or any dwelling of more 
than two storeys. 

The speaker considered that the rates 
of ventilation in pre-war houses were 
much too high. At least a quarter of the 
fuel bill was devoted to Deating fresh 
air.» The ten changes of air per hour 
which many pre-war houses had were not 
necessary. The standard suggested by 
the Egerton Committee was 1.5 changes 
per hour for the whole house. The Build- 
ing Research Station report had shown 
that even with all the windows shut and 
weather stripping around the front door 
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the rate of air change was as high as 
2.5 per hour. Architects must watch for 
improved fitting of doors and windows as 
the standard of joinery to-day was 
generally very low. The speaker went 
on to criticise building by-laws which 
demanded the installation of air bricks. 


Solid fuel was best for space heating, 
and perhaps cooking, with gas or eclec- 
tricity as a supplementary form of heat- 
ing for obtaining hot water and 
providing occasional heat in the spring 
and summer. It was important that 
proper and efficient heating appliances 
should be used. Improvements in these 
had been substantial since the war. 

He concluded by suggesting that the 
heating system should be designed in- 
tegrally with the house and that more 
attention should be given to the economi- 
cal layout of the hot-water system and 
the avoidance of ducts on outside walls. 


A HOUSING EXPERIMENT 


LiverPoot City Council is to consider 
a scheme for the building, as an experi- 
ment, of two blocks of flats, one of eight 
and the other of ten storeys, to contain 
140 dwellings, as one method of over- 
coming the housing shortage in_ the 
centre of the city. The scheme has been 


placed before the housing committee by 


the city architect and director of housing, 
Dr. R. Bradbury. The committee has 
approved the principle and has authorised 
Dr. Bradbury to prepare detailed plans 
together with the approximate cost of 
carrying out the scheme. 

The site selected for the experiment is 
part of the central redevelopment area 
in the Netherfield part of the city which 
was badly blitzed during the war. It is 
in a working-class district and within easy 
access to the line of docks and ware- 
houses where so many of the people in 
this area work. 

It is proposed to equip the flats with 
automatic lifts, central heating and 
domestic hot water supplies. 
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MASTER PLASTERERS 


“ APPRENTICES NEED 
ENCOURAGEMENT” 


THE reason for the shortage of 
labour in the plastering trade was the 
fact that apprentices were not given in- 
teresting work to do and therefore became 
des t and joined the ranks of the 
labourers, who might be getting about a 
shillmg an hour more, said Mr. H. 
HuMBER, president of the London Master 
Plasterers’ Association, speaking at the 
ladies’ festival given by the Association, 
at the Piccadilly Hotel, or December 10. 
The solution, he said, would be to give 
the boys work which would interest them 
and teach them their job properly. Only 
by encouraging a tices could the 
trade increase its labour force, and it 
had a tremendous responsibility to those 
who were waiting for houses. Members 
of the Association were responsible for 
90 per cent. of the work that was being 
handied in London alone. Efforts were 
— made to increase the speed of this 
work. 

Mr. Humber was responding to a toast 
to the Association given by Mr. A. E. 
Wizson, president of the Federation of 
Plastering Contractors, who expressed his 
thanks for the co-operation always given 
to his Federation and congratulated mem- 
bers on the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Association. 

A toast to the guests was given by MR. 
JoHN HARMER, senior vice-president, who 
thanked the president, director and secre- 
tary of the L.M.B.A. for joining in the 
anniversary celebrations. ss oF 
BurGess, president of the L.M.B.A., 
replied. 

Mrs. H. Humper responded to the 
toast to the ladies given by Mr. F. C. 
NEWMAN, immediate past-president. 


STRUCTURAL WELDING 
AN OUTLINE OF PROGRESS 


THERE is unlimited scope for structural 
welding in this country said Mr. O. 
Bonpy, A.M.Inst.C.E., M.LStruct.E., in 
his lecture on “ Welded Structures, Past 
and Present,” at a meeting of the Insti- 
tute of Welding on November 18. 

The history of structural weldin 
covered only about 25 years, he said. 
Steel buildings were erected by arc weld- 
ing near London about 1921. A few 
years later the number of welded struc- 
tures was very small and considerable 
attention was f on the work of 
the early pioneers, who had to take all 
sorts of risks. No standard specifications 
or codes of practice were in existence in 
those days. Design details and permis- 
sible stresses in welds had to be derived 
from improvised tests, and welding equip- 
ment and electrodes had little in common 
with the quality products of to-day. Even 
so, the chan ver from riveting to weld- 
ing exte its field from year to year. 
When the war began, more than 1,000 
all-welded bridges had been built in the 
world, and welded steel buildings of all 
types had become too numerous to be 
individually assessed for their merits of 
design fabrication. : 

During the war the necessity to saye 
materials, labour and especially time, pro- 
duced hot-bed conditions for welding in 
many fields. For one item of war ——. 
ment, the Bailey Bridge, about 700, 
tons of high tensile steel were fabricated 
by welding, and millions of tons of steel 
went into the welded Liberty ships. 
Failures occurred in a small proportion 
of these, and also in welded bridges, but 
failures were perhaps the most effective 
stimuli to progress, and lessons from re- 
search into their causes were invaluable. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Examination Notes Lost at R.LB.A. 

On the afternoon of Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 7, a leather despatch case belonging 
to Mr. R. J. Rabson, a R.LB.A. student, 
was lost from the cloak room adjoining 
the R.LB.A. library. It contained notes 
on departmental stores which he had pre- 

ed for the purpose of his final design. 
hese -papers are of no use to any other 
person but are of irreplaceable value to 
Mr. Rabson, and he will be glad if the 
finder will return them to him at 10, Row- 
hill Mansions, Rowhill-rd., Clapton, E.5. 


Quantity Surveyors’ Year Book. 

_ The year book of the Institute of Quan- 
tity Surveyors, 98, Gloucester-place, W.1, 
has recently been published. 


Rayon Industry Design Centre. 

Mr. J. D. Lennon, M.C., A.R.LB.A., 
has been appointed director of the Rayon 
Industry Design Centre, which is shortly 
to open at No. 1, Upper Grosvenor-street, 
London, W.1. He will take up his duties 
early in the New Year. 


Lord Morrison to Address Builders. 

Lord Morrison, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Works, is to be 
the guest of honour of the London Master 
Builders’ Association at a luncheon at 
the Park Lane Hotel on Wednesday, Janu- 
ary 19. 

New Engineers’ Guild Branches. 

The first general meeting of the newly- 
formed metropolitan branch of the Engi- 
neers’ Guild was held at Caxton Hall, 
Westminster, on December 1. A West- 
Midland branch of the Guild, with head- 
quarters in Birmingham, is to be estab- 
lished. 


New Studios Proposed for Chelsea. 


The L.C.C. have agreed to proposals 
made by Chelsea Borough Council that 
powers should be sought to enable the 
Council to acquire land for the building 
of residential and non-residential studios 
for practising artists. The proposals will 
be incorporated in the L.C.C. (General 
Powers) Bill which goes before Parlia- 
ment in the spring. 


Scottish Limestone. 


The Building Materials Committee of 
the Scottish Council (Development and 
Industry) has issued a report which states 
that evidence shows that a good quality 
dry-hydrated lime can be produced from 
Scottish limestones. The subject was 
investigated after it had been stated that 
building progress was being held up be- 
cause of difficulties in the supply of ma- 
terials, including lime for plaster work. 


Mr. Silkin Speaks on Nationalisation. 


After opening the 3,000th council house 
at Bilston, Staffs, recently, Mr. Lewis 
Silkin, Minister of Town and Country 
Planning, said he thought the task 
of his Ministry was much easier 
than a few years. ago, as there 
was now aé_e—ready_ recognition of 
the need for planning control. His 
Ministry, instead of working against the 
will or feelings of the people, was work- 
ing with them, and was — more and 
more support, particularly from local 
authorities. Mr. Silkin said that 3,000 
houses was a remarkable achievement for 
a small authority, and he pointed out 
that a third of the people of Bilston 
were living in municipal houses, and that 
the local authority owned at least two- 
thirds of the land in the town. By the 
time the Council’s schemes were ‘com- 
pleted they would have “ nationalised ” 
Practically the whole of the land in the 





THE BUILDER 


Report on Welfare for the Blind. 

The annual report of the National 
Institute for the Blind, which gives a 
comprehensive survey of an active year, 

ints out that the total volume of the 
nstitute’s work is greater than ever 
before at a time when the rapid exten- 
sion of State social assistance may have 
seemed to threaten an equally rapid de- 
cline in voluntary social assistance; 37,005 
volumes of braille books were produced 
during the twelve months under review, 
and the year’s output of periodicals has 
exceeded half a million copies. The out- 
put of special apparatus and appliances 
has been considerable. The financial loss 
on this equipment, supplied below cost, 
is more than £8,000 a year. It is encourag- 
ing to note that the report states that 
employers throughout the country are 
becoming increasingly aware of the 
efficiency of blind technicians. 


HOUSING COSTS 
MR. BEVAN ANNOUNCES SLIGHT 


FALL 

Mr. BevVAN, Minister of Health, told 
a meeting of the West Riding County 
Council and others at Wakefield on 
December 8, that already there had been 
a slight fall in the cost of houses and an 
appreciable fall in the price of houses for 
sale. It looked as if we had got over the 
most dangerous period, and from now on, 
with careful management, we could expect 
a progressive reduction in the price of 
houses. Before slums could be cleared 
and old houses reconditioned, a separate 
home had to be provided for every family 
in the country. 

“I hope I shall have the support of 
every local authority in Great Britain in 
setting my face against any reduction in 
housing standards,” added Mr. Bevan. 
“It is easy to reduce the cost by building 
smaller and worse houses, but it would be 
folly and moral cowardice to surrender to 
short-term pressures at the expense of 
long-term headaches. We must seek for 
lower costs in greater industry, in higher 
efficiency, in more improvisation, and in 
more intelligent application to our work.” 
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TRADE NEWS 


Anniversary Presentations. 

Presentations were made on Decem- 
ber 14 to 71 employees of Bovis, Ltd., and 
associated companies on completing 25 
years’ service or more. The gifts will 
be presented by Mr. Sidney Glyn, chair- 
man of the company. 


Addition to Portable Tool Factory. 


Messrs. S. Wolf and Co., Ltd., have ac- 
quired additional factory space in Acton, 
W.3, for the further development of the 
“ Wolf” range of portable electric tools. 
It is anticipated that the additional pro- 
ductive area will be in full operation with- 
in the next five months. 


Reductions in Price List. 

The new price list of heavy-duty 
pressed aluminium-alloy rainwater goods 
produced by Richard Thomas and Bald- 
wins, Ltd., Briton Ferry, Neath, South 
Wales, shows reductions made possible by 
an increasing demand for this class of 
goods and improved methods of manufac- 
ture. 

Lead Firms to Merge. 

The following eight companies: The 
Cookson Lead and Antimony Company, 
Ltd.; Locke, Lancaster and W. W. and 
R. Johnson and Sons, Ltd.; Walkers, Par- 
ker and Company, Ltd.; Foster, Blackett 
and James, Ltd. (lead departments only); 
The Librex Lead Company, Ltd.; The 
London Lead Oxide Co., Ltd.; A. T. 
Becks and Company, Ltd.; and The Cidas 
Metals Company, Ltd., will, from January 
1 next, no longer use their individual 
names, but will trade under the single 
+e of Associated Lead Manufacturers, 
Ltd. 


Prefabricated Permanent Houses. 


The general principle governing the 
design of the prefabricated permanent 
houses produced by Messrs. W. H. Colt, 
Son, and Co., Ltd., is that as much of 
each house as possible is supplied in the 
form of a “superstructure,” comprising 
as few units as can be arranged whilst 
maintaining reasonable weight and ease 
of handling. The erection of these con- 
sists almost entirely in placing the wall 
sections on the prepared concrete foun- 
dation, bolting them together, putting up 
the first-floor beams and roof trusses, and 
covering the exterior with cedar shingles 
and the interior with insulation boarding. 
Colt houses include a 2-storey Kent type. 
a single-storey Berkshire type and pair of 
flats that can be converted into a single 
dwelling house. 


New Scales and Slide Rules. 

A series of scales and slide rules using 
bakelite laminated is now being produced 
by Messrs, Blundell Rules, Ltd. One of 
the standard 12-inch scales was recently 
submitted to the National Physical 
Laboratory for comparative test to deter- 
mine the dimensional change when sub- 
jected to extreme conditions of humidity. 
According to Messrs Bakelite, Ltd, the 
range of variation shown by the Bakelite 
laminated scale was only 0.003 inch, the 
comparative results for the remaining test 
specimens being new boxw 017 
inch, old boxwood 0.014 inch and box- 
wood-ivorine 0.033 inch. : 

Blundell scales and slide rules incorpor- 
ate new design features. The graduations 
appear on a pure white ground which 1s 
itself based on synthetic resin perma- 
nently fused to the Bakelite laminated 
blank, providing a dense, hard surface 
which is claimed to be resistant to knocks, 
grease and water. The slide rules have 
a tensioning device which allows for 
tension to be adjusted by two springs. 





















December 17 1948 


THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Bathwell.—At the public school a scheme of 
ren onstruction, also a to be carried out, 
for which the architect is J. Miller, Lanarkshire 
House, Glasgow. 
_, Clnegow.— lans in hand for factory at Sword. 
for John Allan & Sons, Lid., for which the 
architect is John Easton, 248, West George-st.. 
Glasgow. Alterations and additions to be made 
to large garage at Major-st. and Abercrombie- 
belonging to Glasgow and Greenock Whole- 
onl Bakers, by Walter G. McAulay (Glasgow). 
Ltd., 162, Keir-st., Glasgow. Alterations. etc.. 
estimated at £16,500 to be carried out at 3651. 
Argyll-st.. for which plans are in hand of the 
Glasgow Sailors’ Home Architects. 130, Broomie- 


law, Glasgow. 

reenock.—Atillio Zonani. 12, Smillie-st.. 
Greenock, to erect an ice-cream factory ana 
garage. 

Riggend.—New dining department, dormitory, 
reconstruction and other additions to be carried 
out for which the architect is James C. Scot- 
land, 10, Bank-st., Airdrie. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
elnded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


DECEMBER 20. 
**Durham C©.C.—Temporary classrooms at 
Dinsdale Park Residential School. County A.. 


Court-la. 
DECEMBER 23. 


+*Bristol 4¥.C.—Reinstatement of Infants’ 
Dept., South-st. School, Bedminster. City A.., 
Eagle House, Colston-ave. Dep. £2 2s. 


t*Bristol T.C.—(a) Erection A New Infants’ 


School at Romney-ave., Locklease; (b) erection 

of new Infants’ School at Novers-la. City A., 

He ny House, Colston-ave Dep. £4 4s. (for 
oth). 


DECEMBER 24. 
tManchester T.C.—Repair of war damage. 


etc., at Burnage High School for Boys. City 
A "Dep. £1 ls. 
DECEMBER 28. 

Mynddisiwyn U.D.C.—30 houses with roads 
and sewers at Springfield estate. 8S. T. Monte. 
A.M.LC.B., 8., Council Offices, Pontilanfraith. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

t*Portsmouth T.C.—Conversion of huts at 
Bedham — gg s into 165 temporary dwell. 
ings. it toom 25, 1, Western-parade, 
Southsea. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
t*Watford R.D.C.—16 houses with incidental 


works at Rose Hill-gdns., Hazelwood-la. Dawe 
& Carter, architects, 83 High-st., Watford. 
Dep. £1 1s. Tenders January 18. 


DECEMBER 2. 

+*Gateshead ©.B.—One block of 5 flats and 
one shop at Blue Quarries estate 5 2 blocks 
each comprising three s and 3 flats at 
Coach-rd. estate. H. J. Cook (A.), Chief Archi- 
tect, Town Hall. 

DECEMBER 3. 

St. Ives R.D.C.—Six bungalows at Pear Tree- 
cl., Hilton-rd., Fenstanton. Housing Officer. 
Priory-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 

DECEMBER 31. 

Altrincham T.C.—50 houses at Grange estate. 

B.S.. Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


+*East Suffolk C..—Five police houses at 5 


sites. E. J. Symcox (F.), County A., County 
Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
January 21 


Tonbridge.—16 flats at Ferbies, Speldhurst, for 
Hatton Housing Trust, Ltd. W. N. Miller, 48, 
Pembury-rd. 

+*West Sussex C.C.—(1) Two dining-rooms at 
Lancastrian Secondary Schools, Chichester; (2) 
canteen kitchen and dining-room at North 
Lancing Council School; (3) canteen kitchen 
and dining-room at Counci) School, Sidlesham ; 
(4) canteen kitchen and — room at C.E. 
School, Slinfold. County County Hail, 
Chichester. 

JANUARY 1. 
U.D.C.—48 houses at Oakfield Park 
12 at Clarkeville, Pontnewydd. . Price, 
ui IMan.E.. & & aterworks E.. Council 
ices, Cwmbran, a Dep. 23 3s. 
C.—Major .extensions at 
Wiedemann Grammar School. R. H. Crompton 
<A.), County Hall, 
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JANUARY 3. 

Bognor Regis U.D.C. “ ee he Hamp- 
shire-ave. site. E. & 8. ay 

Kearsley T.C.—40 cottage flats ai iw 
rd. estate and Grosvenor-st. estate. Be 
Dep. £2. 

**Lincoin (Parts of Kesteven) ©.C.—Pair of 
police houses at Dysart-rd.. Grantham. C. B. 
Metcalfe (F.), County A., County Offices, Slea- 
ford. Tenders by January 17. 


“Newport (Mon) C.B.—50 houses at Gaer 
estate. Boro’ A., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 4. 


isle of Man Local Govt. Board.—28 houses at 


Ballasalla. Davidson, Marsh & Co., architects, 
16-18, Athol-st., Douglas. Dep. £2 2s. 
Pentypooi T.C.—Six houses. Thomas and 


Morgan & Partners, 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Ponty- 
pridd. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 6. 

Burgess Hill U.D.C.—14 houses with ineci- 
dental works at West Park estate. Pe - 8., 
Council Offices, 32, Church-rd. Dep. 

*Ealing.—32 flats and 12 “ t peoples’ ivelings 

Seddon 


at South-East Northolt. 

Dep. £5 5s. 
T*East Ham C.8.—40 maisonettes at Gooseley- 

la. estate. Chief Housing Officer, Town Hall. 


B.C. —Rebuilding of 2 - pate at 
Park-rd ro’ Treasurer. Dep. £2 2s 
JANUARY 7. : 

Morpeth R.D.C.—50 houses with site works at 

Broomhill. 


Mauchlen & Weightman, archi- 
tects, 12, Saville-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

JANUARY 8. 
t*Bath YT.C.—Rebuilding Nos. 2832, The 
Paragon as block of 13 s.c. flats. Ernest Tew 
& Oliver (AA.), 7, Northumberland-bidgs. Dep. 
£3 3s. 
JANUARY 1. 
*Brighton C.B.—New buildings and recon- 
struction of properties at Pickershill Farm, 
Rodwell, nr. Lewes. Waterworks E., 12, Bond- 


st.. Brighton 1. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Cametford R.D.C.—Six houses at St. Teath. 
Andrew & Randell, architects, Hepworth-chbrs., 
St. Austell. 

Haydock U.D.C.—24 aged persons’ bungalows 
off Park-st. R. Main, 8., Council Offices. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

t*Lincoin (Parts Kesteven) C©.C.—Police 
house with office and arage at Helpringham, 
amd at Tallington. etcalfe (F.), County 
A.. County Offices, Sleafotd, Lines. Tenders by 


January 24. 
JANUARY 11. 
“Drayton R.D.C.—16 houses at Hodnet with 
roads and sewers, etc. Hind & Brown (L. & 
A }. District Bank-chbrs., 2, Market-st., Hanley, 


Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 
JANUARY 12. 
“Salford T.C.—Six shops and maisonnettes, 


Wardleworth housing estate, Eccles Old-rd. C.E. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 14. 
Pontefract 7.C.—Eight houses at Chequer- 
field estate. E. G. Crofts, Architect, Market- 
pl. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Salop Standing Joint Committee.—One pair 
of police houses at Shrewsbury and one house 


with office and outbuildings at Chirbury. A. G 
Chant, County A., 5, Belmont, Shrewsbury. 
JANUARY 18. 


*Derby C.B8.—One pair of police houses at 
Chaddesden Hall estate. Thos. W. East (F.), 
Boro’ A., Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 
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Lieerery EMERY Bes a 
_ t houses 3 
—- site. Thomas and Morgan & 
. Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. £3 32. 
NO DATE. 
*Bradford T.C.—Erection of Infants’ School 
at Ravenscliffe. Clayton & Buttershaw, City 


A., Town Hall. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
7 ETC. 
JANU 
Chigwell U. Dok. rn re (taterials). 
JANUARY 6. 

*Leeds “A"™ Group Hospital Management 
Committee.—Internal nting at a Home. 
St. James’s Hospital. kett-st. R. Hudson 


Director of Works, Mod of yet Works 
Sweet-st., Leeds 1 
reat os 
Hornchurch U.D.C.—E. & 5 
JANUARY 14. 
Finsbury 8.C.—B.E. (Materials). 
JANUARY 15. 


Berks eer 8S. (Materials). 
Secon - —E. & 8. (Materials). 


Kent C. yb on 8. (Materialey. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 29. : 
tDudiey ©.B.—Roads and sewers at 5 sites. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 1. 
Heanor U.D.C.—Construction of roads at 
Maripoo! Farm site. E & 8., Council Offices. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
ecm Te li d f 6in. 
High W T.6.— in. yds. of Gi 
and et int. dia. foul sewers at Kingsmead-rd. 
B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
— e. os ioe 
Halifax C.8.—Construction of concrete 
voir. Waterworks E. & Manager, Gibbet Hill. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 7. 

Kidderminster R.D.C.—Roads, sewers —_ 
water main at Fairfield, Wolveriey. E. 3 
Land Oak House. Dep. £3 3s. 

JANUARY 10. 
¥.C.—Laying of approx. 4 miles 
main between 


(L.), 
Depi., 


. (Materials). 


of 6in. cast-lron pipe water 

Sutton Bonington and East Leake, with drains, 
etc. Waier E., Southfields, Loughborough. 
Dep. £2 2s, 


snuuae® Le aie 
Uppingham R.D.C aying of sewers an : 
struction of sewage disposal works at Lydding- 
ton. Pick. Everard, Keay & Gimson, 6, Mill- 
stone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 14. 

Ludiow R.D.C.—Sewers and areas disposa! 
works at Cleobury Mortimer. A. H. 8. Waters 
M.LC.E., 25, Temple-row, a Rw 2. Dep 


£5 5s. 
JANUARY 17. 

wr hematite cosernagizer: spraying of roads. 
B.E. 


JANUARY 2. 
“Chepstow U.D.C.—Preparation of Hardwick 
Court site, Bulwark. C., Gate House. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
DECEMBER 31. 

Chatham and District Water Co.—One mile of 
18-in. — iron water main at Hoath-la., Gilling- 
ham. E. Crisp, Gen. Manager & Secretary, 
2, We Sy Chatham. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Hackney.—Hovsine.—L.C.C. sanctioned loan 
of £170 to B.C. for acquisition of site at 
——— for housing. 

ampstead.— Fiatrs.—L.C.C. se agp loan of 
eisen for erection. of 6 flats at Kilburn 
Prior Sm J. B. F. Cowper (F.), 3, Gordon- 
s 1 

“Holborn. —Orrices snp Snors. — Nine-storey 
office block with shops to be erected at junction 
of Holborn-viaduct, Charterhouse-st., Farring- 
don-st. ay Shoe-la. b Holborn-viaduct Land 
Ca. %. Bennett & Son (F.), 4, Bloomsbury- 
sq., We. 

St. Pancras.—Hovstnc.—M.H. confirmed com. 
pulsory —— order for site at Judd-st. 

ton.—Fiats.—L.C.C. granted 
loan of eran for 3 flats at 70-74, Brighton- rd. 
Howes and apepman (P/F), 1, Verulam-bidgs.. 
Gray’s Inn, W.C.1 


(PROVINCIAL) 
Aewtaghn-—Lasce 3 E.C. propose college ad- 


joining “ Broad Oa 
A Makerfield.—Lancs E.C. propose 
county prim. sch. in Victoria-rd. 
—M.H. allocated 130 hopses to T.C. 
during first half of 1949. 
Bedford.—T.C. to make pe arr od 
order for 50 acres of land at aoteeed. ‘Se 
housing purposes. 
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Biggteswade.—R.D.C.’s allocation covering 
first half of 1949 will be 15 houses. M.H. have 
approved acquisition by R.D.C. of land at 
Ariesey for housing. 

Birmingham.—Banks & Davis, Ltd., River- 

re om pom factory at Little Ann-st. Skelcher 

artners, architects, Lloyds Bank-bidgs., 
Solihull, 


Birmingham.—M.H. sanctioned 
3,000 houses in 1949 by T.C. 

Biackburn.—T.( F pen mom 208 houses and 22 
bungalows for age persons at housing sites 
and 8 shops at Higher Croft site. 

Biackrod.—U.D.C. to prepare plans for fourth 
section ef housing scheme comprising approx. 
100 houses. 

Bolton.-W. Tong & Sons, Ltd., brewers, 
Mealhouse-la., propose rebuilding Mosley Arms 
Hotel, Red-la. (T. E. Smith & ‘Sons (L.), 
Central-chbrs., Folds-st.)—E.C. propose dining- 
room and kitchen at SS. Peter and Paul’s 
School. 

Boiton.——T.C. 


building of 


approved extensions at Mill, 
Caroline-st., St. Paul’s Worsted Mills (Bolton), 
Ltd.—Miners’ Welfare Commission propose pit- 
head baths at Brackley Colliery (G. C. Kemp 
(F.), architect, 5, Old Queen-st., Westminster, 
S.W.1).—E.C. propose county sec. sch. at Great 
Lever; extensions to Crompton Fold council 
sch.—T.C. propose improvements to Atherleigh 
Hospital. 

Brighouse.—T.C. approved extensions, 
holme Mills, for Smith, Bulmer & Co. 

Brighton.—T.C. applying to M.H. for loan of 
£5,925 for acquisition of 2, Sussex-sq. for 
housing purposes ; £24,825 for purchase of With- 
dean Estate East for housing, and £23,500 for 
purchase of Sylvan Hal] estate. 

Burgess Hill.—U.D.C. received allocation of 
20 houses from M.H. 

Bury.—E.C. propose 
John's School. 

Cheltenham.- St. Mark’s Community Associa- 
tion to apply to M.E. for permanent centre, 

Chesterfield.— The Sheepbridge Co., Ltd., pro- 


Branx- 


dining centre at St. 


pose extensions to works. 
hesterton.—F. B. Cartledge, Hill Top 
Bakeries, Red-st., propose garage and stores. 


A. P. Lovatt architect, Hanover-chbrs., Bruns- 
wick-st., Newcastle-under-L yme, Staffs. 
Coventry .—T.C. propose construction of over- 


head wy a at Broadgate end of Hertford-st. 
and subway at High-st. end of Broadgate.— 
T.C. propose 200 houses at Court House Green 
and 146 houses at site near Stonebridge High- 
way.—Libraries Committee propose branch 
library at Queen Margaret’s-rd. at £5,250. 

Cross Weath.—Staffs T.A. and A.F.° Assn.. 
Market-sq., Stafford, propose married officers’ 
quarters at Drill Hall. Plans by Wood, Gold- 
straw & Yorath (A/L.), Victoria-chbrs., Station- 
rd.. Tunstall, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Darlington.—-T.C. approved site between 
Horsemarket and Beaumont-st. for town hall 
and at Feethams Field for bus station. Site 
being sought for police station. T.C. is to apply 
for compulsory purchase order for land for ex- 
tensions to North-rd. sch. 

. ey: .—Building cttee. propose community 

a 

Dro#twich.—R.D.C. approved :—Farm building, 
Ford Farm, for R. Y. Quinney; dairy, Astwood 
Manor Farm, Wychbold for R. Hill.—L.C.1., 
Lid., propose mineral workings at Stoke Prior. 

Durham.—E.C seeking sanction to complete 
extensions to Spennymoor Alderman Wraith 
Grammar sch. Fans by C.A., Court-la. 

Folkestone.—T.C.’s housing’ programme tor 
1949 will provide for 151 houses and flats. 

Marborough.—M.H. allocated to T.C. 50 
houses for 1949. 

Hol (Co. ——. —U.D.C. approved plans 
for housing estate for N. Ireland Housing Trust 
consisting of over 500 Houses, shops, community 
centre, public buildings, houses for old people, 
blocks of flats and garages. 

Hull.—Joseph Rank, Ltd., Manor-chbrs., Great 
— -st., propose rebuilding Clarence-st. flour 
mills 

Hyde —T.C. propose 20 bungalows at Harbour 
Farm estate. 

iriam.—C.W.8., Lid.,. Balloon-st., Manchester 
4, propose buildings and plant for oil refinery 
at margarine works off Liverpool-rd. Plans by 
architects’ Ys yg can 

eeds.—E.C. propose prim. sch. at Iveson 
~ ‘ce estate. Gribbon & Foggitt (A.), 3. Park- 
pl. 

Leyland.—U.D.C. propose extensions to public 


hall—Rev. A. Read, vicar. and P.C. of St. 
John’s — Whittle-le-Woods, propose new 
ehurch schs. 

Littienampton.— M.O.W. and West Sussex 


C.C. propose labour exchange at junction of 
Church-st. and proposed - Fitzalan-rd.—U.D.C. 
approved erection of 8 houses at Hill-rd. and 6 
at isolation hospital site. 
Li ——Lancs E.C. propose jun. and 
infants’ sch. at Huyton-with-Roby. 
Manchester.—T.C. approved :—Ice cream fac- 
tory, Albany-rd., ete ton-cum-Hardy, for H. 
Curtis (plans by Dd. Molloy, 29. Hawthorne- 
py Chorlton-cum- Henisy rebuilding premises 
ineering works, Elbow- st., Levenshulme. 
tor Bi aiae @ Gear Co. eae, Chapel- -st., Levens. 
; rton-r - Gorton, for 
oan Ng on ord, Ltd. (Wild & Moss, archi- 
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tects, 72, Bridge-st.); houses, Manor-dr., West 
Didsbury, for Comdr. J. Currie, Broughton 
(Atkinson, Eagle & Sons Pages 37, Brown-st.). 

Manchester.— Walker Homfrays, Ltd. 
Woodside Brewery. Eecles New-rd., Salford £. 
propose hotel at Newell Green, Wythenshawe. 
—British Cotton Industry Research Assn., Shir- 
ley Institute, Didsbury, propose research 
laboratories, conference hall, offices, etc., at 
Kingston-rd. and Wilmslow-rd.. | Didsbury 
(H. 8S. Fairhurst & Son (F.), Chancery-chbrs., 
56, Brown-st.).—E.C, to apply for sanction to 
borrow £99,489 for Charlestown jun. sch., and 
£6,13% for extensions to Hulme Day Continua- 
tion sch.—T.C. to apply for sanction to borrow 
£14,890 for adaptation of ‘ Woodlawn,” West 
Didsbury. 

Merseyside.—Board of Trade announce that 
in 1949 licences up to £600,000 will be authorised 
for rebuilding privately owned bombed ware- 
houses. 

orpeth.—R.D.C. to build 50 houses at Broom- 
hill. Architect, Mauchlen & Weightman, 12, 
Saville-row, Newcastle. > 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Curtis Green, Son & 
Lloyd, 5, Pickering-pi., S.W.1, are architects for 
erection of gymnasium at Queen Victoria-rd. 
for Royal Victoria Infirmary and also for new 
dispensing dept. 

Oidham.—E.C. propose infants’ sch. at Derker. 

Penketh and Great Sankey.—British Legion 
branch members propose new club headquariers. 

P ion.—R. Knight. Southport, propose 
cinema adjoining fire station at Tarleton. 

Scarborough.—Hospital Management cttee. 

ropose adaptations of Roya] Northern Sea 
3athing Infirmary, Foreshore, for annexe to 
Scarborough Hospital. 

hefheid.— British Railways Executive propose 
double-line tunnel] lined with concrete and with 
3 ventilating shafts at Woodhead and single- 
line tunnel at Thurgoland at cost of £2.500.000. 

Shildon. U.D.C. planning erection of 1,000 
houses at West Thickley at rate of 100 per 
annum. 

Silverdale (Staffs).—Silverdale Co-op. Soc., 
Lid., Crown-st., propose general stores at Clay- 


ton-rd., Newecastle-under-Lyme. 
Southport.—T.C. to erect sec. sch. at Marsh- 
side-rd. 
Stockport.—T.C. approved :—S.D. houses, 


Gawer-rd., Heaton Chapel. H. Hitchen, builder 
Dehby-la.—E.C. propose dining-room and kitchen 
at high sch. for girls. 

Stoke Poges.—Eton R.D.C. 
£31,284 from M.H. for acquisition of 


seeking loan of 
Sefton 
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Park Mansion for conversion into council offices 
and adaptation for public health pu 
Strood. Cones for 


—M.H. allocated T.C. 198 
1949. 
—T.C. applied for sanction to 


Sunderiand. 
borrow £195,215 for erection of 3% aluminium 
houses at Pennywell and 77 at Thorney-clos« 
site. It is proposed to erect church and par- 
sonage at Thomas-st. 

Uckfield.—T.C. to build 150 houses in 1949. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. propose 60 flats at Cheriton. 
rd., Woodsend estate, Flixton. 

Wallingford.—_M.H. allocated following houses 
to Marcle 31: Dideot, 14; Cholsey, 4; East Hug 
bourne, 2; Brightwell-cum- Sotwell, 

Wardie.—U.D.C. and memorial cttee. propose 
memorial pavilion at Wardle-rd. J. M. Wil 


son & Son, ‘architects, Midland Bank- bldgs. 
St. Helens. Quantities by D. Schofield. 
Warrington. — T.C. approved: — Factory, 


Station-rd., for Warrington Timber Co., Ltd: 
alterations to works, Helsby-st., Bennett (Con 
tractors), Ltd.; alterations, 12-14, Winwick-st.. 
G. Houghton ; alterations, General Wolfe Hotel. 
Church-st., Greenall, Whitley & Co., Lid., 
Wilderspool Brewery ; additions to laundry. 
Thelwall-la., United Co-op. Laundries, Ltd. 

Worcester.—M.H. allocated 200 houses for 194°. 
40 will be built by private firms. 

Worksop.—R.D.C. received authority to build 
200 houses for agricultural workers. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepled, 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§$ Denotes accepted eet eee 


© Denotes accepted by Government 


departments. 

Bangor (Co. Down).—40 houses and eight flais 
at Ballymaconnell, for T.C.: *R. J. Campbel! 
(Belfast), Ltd., 70,492 (subject to M.H. 
approval). 

Belfast.—66 houses at Summerhill estate, fo: 
T.C.: *Wm. Grace & Co., Ltd., Belfast. 

Bethnal Green.—War damage rebuilding at 
Ravenscroft-bldgs. Architects, Henry C. Smart 
& Partners, 120, Moorgate, E.C.2: *Grant & 
Partners, 62, Finsbury-pavement, E.C.2, £4,607 

Bolton.—Alterations and additions at Sunny 
side Mills, for Tootal, Broadhurst, Lee & Co. 
Ltd. Bradshaw. Gass & Hope (FF.), 1, 
Silverweil-st.: *J. Dickinson & Co. (Bolton) 
Lid., Fairclough-st., Bolton. 

Braintree —Four houses at Tabor-av., together 
with meidental works, for U.D.C. Cook 
architect, Town Hall: *Direct Labour, £5,16¢ 

Camborne-Redruth.— 20 houses at Pengegon. 
Camborne, for U.D.C.: *Direct Labour, £25,87¢ 

Caierham and Warlingham.—Four flats and 
two houses at Meadway site, for U.D.C.: *B. 
Clifford, Ltd., 7-11, High-st., Croydon, 26,06 
(subject to M.H. approval). 

headie, Staffs.—i4 houses at Black-la. and 


six houses and sewage disposal works at 
Waterhouse site, for R.D. J. W. Barton, §.. 
Council Offices, Leek-rd. : *L, Bates, First-av.. 
South Porthill. Stoke-on- Trent, £18,684 (14); 
*J. Bailey, Tape-st., Cheadle, Stoke-on- 
Trent, £8,571 %6). 


Chesterfield.—18 houses at Wingfield-rd.. New 


Tupton, for R.D.C. J. B. Wikeley, M.Eng... 
A.M.LC.E., E. & 8. Quantities by Whitehead 
& Nodder, Sheffield. *Smith Hanwell & Son, 
— Derbys, £28.234 


at Grangewood site. 
M.B.E., M.I.Mun.E., 
155, Boythorpe- rd.. 


hesterfield.—20 houses 

for T.C. W. 8. Wilson, 
BS.: *W. Revill & Sons, 
Chesterfield, £20,164 

Dagenham.—20 dwellings at Rosslyn-av.. 
Temple-av. estate, Section 1, for B.C. B.E. & 
S.: *Direct Labour. 

Deal.—34 houses at Orchard-av. estate, for 
T.C. J. L. Sharratt, A.M.I.C.E., ete., B.E. & 
S.: *Geo. Parker & Son, 124, Sumner-rd., Peck- 


ham, S.E.15, £43,170. 

Doncaster.—40 houses for T.C. W. H. Price. 
A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E., 2, Priory-pl.: *W. Dodd. 
100, Thorne- rd. (2): *Robinson Bros., 228. 


Thorne-rd. (4); *Marshall & Son, Bawtry-rd.. 
Bessacar (4); *W. Rustling (4); *Potts & Co. 
(4); *Beckett & Wood (Builders). Lid., 18. 
Cemetery-rd. (4); *Wright & Kidger (6): 
*Bacon & Merchant (6); *J. Dixon (Doncaster). 


Ltd., Greenfield-la., Balby (6). (All of Don- 
caster.) : ‘ 
Durham.—110 houses for City Council! 


*Cussins (Contractors), Ltd., £120,590 
Durham.—Eight bungalows at Oswald Court 
for City Council. W. J. Greene, City E.: *Bell 


& Ridley, North-rd., Durham. 
Eccles.—Houses at Alder Park estate, for 
T.C. T. Elce, M.Inst.C.E., B.E.: *Hampson & 


Kemp, Ltd., Crescent-rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy. 
Manchester 21. 
Gateshead.—Kitchen/dining-room, for E.C.. at 
Whitehall- a. H. Z; k, Chief A., Municipa)- 
blkigs.: *H. D. Harding, Ltd., ‘Dunston-on- 
or ‘p13, 113. 
Harlow.—%8 houses and engineering worke. 


for Development Corporation: *Gee Walker & 
Slater, Lid., £158 

Kenilworth.—44 5 at Balkington_ estate. 
for U.D.C. . A. J. Edmundson, M.I.Mun.E.. 


S.. Council Offices: *A. Walker & Son, Ltd.. 
High-st., Coleshill via Birmingham. 
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Lanarkshire—Two biocks of six classrooms 
each at Ladywell, for C.C. 


William Watt, archi- 
tect, Albert-st., Motherwell :-— 
Principal contractors for buildings: *The 


Bristel Aeroplane Co. (Housing). Lid. 
Drainage works: *Direct Labour De 
Piamber and sanitary engineering works, etc. 
Duncan Johnstone, Hamilton. 

Electric lighting and heating, etc.: *William 
¥. MeAdam, Hamilton. 
"Oswald Teffolo & Co., 


Special floors: Glas- 


zow. 

Granolithic fleors: *George Bryson, Mother- 
weil. 

Sanitary fittings: ‘John Glendinning & 
sons, Glasgow. 

Electric tubular heating, etc.: “General Elec- 
tric Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Site formation for raft, bottoming, etc.: 


Ltd., Glasgow. 
(Est. cost over £40,000.) 


Lanarkshire ©.C.—Two blocks of four class- 
rooms each at The Loanings, N. Motherwell, 


Mapeo, 


site for school. William Watt, architect, Albert- 
st.. Motherwell -— 

Site formation of raft, bottoming, etc 
“Mapes, Ltd., Glasgow. 

Principal contractors for buildings: The 


Bristol Aeropiane Co. (Housing), Lid. 


Plumber work and sanitary engineering, etc. 
“Direct Labour. 

Electric lighting and heating, etc.: “Neil 
Thomson, Motherwell. 

Special! floors: *Oswald Toffolo & Co., Glas- 
gow. 

Granolithic floors: *MacCartney & Reid, Ltd., 
Wishaw. 

Sanitary fittings: *John Glendinning & Sons, 
Glasgow. 


Drainage works, ete.: *Direct Labour. 
Electric tubular ‘heating, etc.: *General Elec- 


tric Co., Ltd.. Glasgow. 
(Est. cost over £32,000.) 
London.—War damage reinstatement, etc., 
for Lieyds Bank, Ltd., Tottenham Court-rd. 
Architects, Laurence M. Gotch & Partners. 21, 
Bunhill-row, E.C.: *M. & F. Frawley, Lid., 
Lawrence- pl. London, W.C.2, £2,328. 


L.C.¢.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 
ian ed by L.C_C. during period ended December 


7 Electrical installation at the Crawford 
School, Camberwell, Iverson Electrical, Lid., 
Kilburn. 

L.€.C.—_War damage repairs and improve- 
ments at Portobello-rd. school — 

Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd., 

Lewisham ies ay or wits .. £15,508 
Watertight Structures, Ltd., Slough. 

Bucks ¢ “a id . 14,850 
H. Parfitt & Sons, Ltd., Willesden 14,341 
J. M. (Contractors), Ltd.. Westminster 14,248 
W. J. Marston & Son. Lid.. Fulham 13,967 
Amalgamated Building Contractors, 

Ltd., Westminster ... --. 13,827 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. 13.567 
Sloggetts (Contractors), Ltd., Kensing- 

ton = oe SS At von beg 
*A N. Coles (Contractors), Ltd., 

Bayswater 12.378 


Comparable estimate of | appointed architect 
in private practice is £14,( 


Two five-sterey blocks of dwellings and 39 


perambulator sheds at Freda-st. area :— 

R. Mansell. Ltd., Croydon a2 £109, 99 
Killby & Gayford, Ltd., Finsbury 109,272 
C. Miskin & Son, Ltd., St. Albans . 109,152 
gary Neal. Ltd., St. Marylebone 108,378 

R: Hipperson & Son, Ltd.. E.C.2 .. 107.564 
Unit Construction Co., Ltd., West- 

minster ; sf ae . 105,682 
Richard Costain, Ltd., Westminster... 102.734 
J. Jarvis & Sons, Lid., Westminster 102,592 
William Nicholson & Son (Leeds), 

Lid., E.C.4 . i aA .» 101,175 
Clarke 7 ely t Co., Ltd.. Belmont 99 584 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., 

Westminster . . . 99,462 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham 98.584 

*F. Troy & Co., Ltd., Southwark 97,998 


Comparable estimate of director of housing 
and valuer is £100,190. 

Construction at Nunhead estate, Camberwell, 
of two four-storey blocks of flats :-— 


igh Neal, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... £133,100 
Wm. F. Blay, Ltd., Westminster... 132,500 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd.. Woolwich 129,745 
Patman & Fotheringham, Ltd., Isling- 
ton iia . 126,757 
Speirs, Ltd.. Westminster _. 124.421 
F. Trav & Co., Ltd., Southwark 121,950 
Gee Walker & Slater, Ltd., fest- 
minster 121,167 
J. M. (Contractors). ‘Ltd., Westminster 120,933 
A. N. Coles (Contractors), Etd., ‘ 
Pacdington ... Ae, ... 120,600 
Rowley Bros., Lid., Tottenham ... 119,907 
Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd.. Belmont ... 117.166 
*J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster ... 115.750 


Comparable estimate 'of appointed architects. 
H. C. Wilkerson & Partners, is £121,040 14s. 1d. 


Construction of blocks 33, 34 and 35 at Ocean 


estate, Stepney :— 
William F. Biay, Ltd., Westminster ... £159,989 
Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd.» Enfield .... 155,103 


THE BUILDER 

Prestige & Co., Lid.. Westminster’ ... £154,210 
Wilson, Lovatt & Sons, Ltd.. West- 

minster aR 153.671 
A. T. Rewley (Lendon). Lid. Totten- 

ham 151,535 
Rowley Bros., Lid., Tottenham - 150,872 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Lid., 

Westminster ... é, aa . 49.26 
F. Trey & Co., Lid., Southwark -.. 147,930 
Unit Constraction Co., —_ — 

minster - a .. 146,68 
Tersens, Lid., Finsbury 144,739 


*J. Jarvis & Sens, Ltd., Westminster .. 143.696 

Comparable estimate of director of housing 
and valuer is £146,965. 

Block of flats and 16 perambulator sheds at 
Heaton-rd., Camberwell -— 
*H. T. Oliver & Sons. Ltd. .. £71,629 

Construction of pile and beam foundations 
and other works of site preparation for three 
blocks of dwellings at Tabard Garden estate. 
Southwark :— 

Tileman & Co., Lid., Westminster ... £47,456 
J. L. Kier & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... 46,365 
Simplex Concrete Piles, Lid.. Kensing- 


ton ae os + eh oe -. 42,506 
Franki Compressed Pile Co., Lid., 

Westminster ... 37,945 
West’s Piling & Construction Co., Ltd., 

Harmondsworth 36.806 
*Willment Bros., Ltd.. “Isleworth . 34.455 


Comparable estimate of appointed architects, 


H. V. Ashley and Winton Newman, is £38,072. 
60 “‘Wates” houses at Frizlands-la. and 
Marston-av., Becontree, Essex: *Wates, Ltd., 


£86,122. 
Roads and sewers and erection of 90 houses 
at Hainault estate: *W. & C. French, Ltd. (ex- 


tension of contract). 
London (Admiraltty).—H.M.S. Dryad, Ports- 


mouth, Construction of sportsfield, Sportsfields 
eee Lid., Harcourt-ter., Salisbury, 
ilts 


London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended December 11. 
Painting work: Scottish Aviation, Ltd., Prest- 
wick Airport, Ayrshire; W. C. Simpson & Son, 
Ltd., Edinburgh. Building work: William 


Sindall. Cambndge; Henry Boot & Sons, Ltd.. 
Sheffield 11. #rection of hutting: M. and F. O. 
Foster & Co., Lid., Hitchin, Herts; Mitchell & 
Son, London, N.1. Blectrical work: B. French. 
Ltd., Manchester 1. 

€Lendon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. during week ended December 4-— 

London: Royal Naval College, Greenwich, 





JACONELLO LID. 
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TERRAZZO FLOOR AND WALL TILES 
JOINTLESS FLOORS & WOOD BLOCKS 








“ JACONITE” Hydraulically Pressed 


Floor and Wall Tiles 
“JACONITE” 
“JACONITE” 
“JACONITE” 


and Paving. 


Composition Flooring 


Precast Terrazzo 


Marble Wall Lining 








LONDON BIRMINGHAM 


147, Victoria St., Monument Rd. 
S.W.1 EDGBASTON 
VICTORIA EDGBASTON 
2734 & 2677 1178 


MANCHESTER, BRIDGEND (GLAM.) LIPHOOK (HANTS.} 





Ventilati and alter Cowen, Soul 
dern-rd.. W.14; Regent's Park, Hanover-ter.. 
Kent-ier. Sussex-pl., of stucce 
work and external repairs, Clark & Fenn, Lid. 
16, Old Town, Clapham, 5.W.4 ts Park, 
Park-sq., Harley-st., Portland-pl.. Park-cres., 
Reinstatement ef stucco work and ex- 
ternal repairs, Higgs & H Lid... 
Crown Works, South Lambethrd.. &.W.8; 


Castems Office No. 12, George ¥. Dock. 
Woolwich, Reconstruction. : J. M. (Contrac- 


tors), Ltd., Terminal House, rosvenor-gdas., 
S.W.1. Adngus : St. John’s re Conteal —— Dan- 
dee, Dining.reem an and re jw Ring Léd., 
S, Cox-st. . Dundee : Reading 


Temporary office buildin * obules ‘s Catles, 
Lid., St. Mary's Batts, eading. Carmarthen- 
shire: Lianmiloe —, foodie, Rectification 
ef housing scheme, G. Lewis, Ma, Priory-st., 
Carmarthen. Ches : "Temple rd School. Birken- 

head, Hutied eccommedesion, . Hopley (Little 
Sattun), Lid. ae Little Sutton 


Wirral. anette M.N.1. NAB, ec... Rag- 
lan Barracks, Devonport. Adaptations and re 
irs, J. Garrett & Son, Embankment-la., Prince 
Plymouth. Dorsetshire : St. Albans Head, 
Worth Matravers, agent ioere mig 
"s- wan 


Charies 8. 
Essex. Feet Senior County Sc 
plain. School dining accommodation, lvester 

Co., West Town or me Hayling —* 
wood Modern ‘Secondary 
Southampton, School deinn accomm chine 
Geo, S. Hallum & Sons, 9, Carlton-cres., South- 
ampton. 

Inverness-shire : Raigmore Hospital, Inverness, 


New Maternity Unit. J. Miller & Partners, 18, 
George-st., inburgh. Lanarkshire: Lanark 
H.G. School, Lanark, Temporary classrooms. J. 
Shirlaw, 16, Market-rd.. Carluke, began | 
Ayr-at., Springburn, Glas and 
dining-room, T. Stewart, Ltd. ‘. Lechiovened.. 
Glasgow. ‘Lance: St. Barthelomews School, 


Blackbarn, Kitchen and dining-room, G. & J. 
Seddon, Ltd.. 3. Manchester-rd. West, Vitde 
Hulton, Bolton; St. George’s R.C. School, Mag- 
hull, Hutted accommodation, A. McColl & Sons, 
Cambridge-rd., St. Helens; Little Lever Modern 
School, Bolton, Kitchen and dining-room, G. ee 
Seddon, Ltd. _ 3, Manchester-rd. 
Little Hulton, Bolton; Bamford-rd. School, 
Heywood, Kitchen and dining-room, 
G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 3, Manchester-rd. 
West, Little Hulton, Bolton. Leics: Husbands 
Bosworth Airfield. Adaptations to form hostel, 
Bradshaw Bros. (Contractors), Lid., 117a, Lough- 
borongh-rd., Leicester. Lincs : Grammar School, 
Boston, Kitchen and dining-room, J. T. Barber 
and Son, 40. Hessle-av., Boston, Lincs ; Grammar 
School, Bourne, Kitchen and dining-room, 
Clifford Jelling, Ltd., %, Cebden-st., ter- 
borough. Middx: H.M.S.0. Palace of Industry, 
Wembley, Adaptations and repairs, Robert Hart 
& Sons, Ltd., 121, Victoria-st., S.W.1. Mid- 
lothian: Tynecastle School, Edinburgh, Kitchen 
and dining-room, J. Crow & Sons, 3, Coates-pl., 
Edinburgh. Northumberland: Primary School, 
Lynemouth, Classrooms, Carse & Son. 15, 
Prospect-rd., Amble. Sussex: Worthing, Tem- 
porary office buildings, Lavender McMillan, Lid., 
4. Cheam Common- rd., Worcester Park Surrey; 
E.V.W. Hostel, “Oakside,” Bodiam, Adapta- 
tions, Wm. Ellis (Etehingham), Litd., Etching- 
ham. Warwickshire : 5, Newhbold-rd.., 
Rugby, Adaptations and alterations, Foster & 
Dicksee, Ltd.. James-st.. Rugby; Windmill-rd. 
Schools. Coventry, Kitchen and dining-rooms, 
Cc. & T. Adams (Building), Ltd., Temple-st.. 
Rugby. Worcs : Smethwick Drop Forgings, Lid., 
Stourport-rd., Kidderminster, Removal of plant 
foundations and reinstatement, 8. W. Slaughter 
& Co., Ltd.. 55, Pershore-st., Birmingham. 
London (War Dept.). —Works ee laced 
by War Dept. for week ended r é. 
Yorks: Miscellaneous work, F. Shepherd & 
Sen, Ltd., York. Zanes: Miscellaneous work. 
Brown & Jackson, Lid.. Fleetwood. Ches 
ranting work, Chas. A. Critchley (St. Helens). 
id.. St. Helens, Lancs. Breeon: Miscellaneous 
weal: B. Jenkins & Sons. Brecon. Essex: 
Building wer. J Jas. C. Flaxman & Sons. Ltd. 


Southend. Road work, Mechanica) Tar- 
Spraying and  diin Co., Ltd., Reading. 
Bucks : Painting work, W. T. Pickering & — 
Lid., Watford, Herts. Hants: ah ge, Sy 

painting work, W. G. Sheppard (Builders). 
Lid., Guildford, Surrey; roof repairs. J. Alfred 
Pratt & Co. (1928), Lid., Watford, Herts; paint- 
ee were. Harold G. Oates, Ltd., Bradford, 

orks. 


.—14 aged people’s houses at 
oliStemes for U.D.C. A. E. Sweetman, §., 
Council Offices, Forest Hall, Newcastie-on-Tyne : 
a a Bros., Bk. Whitfield-ter.. Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 


TX: 


—36 houses at Cox Green, for 
*J. M. Jones & Sons (12); *Halfacre & 
Young (2); Clayton & Heath, Ltd. (12). 21,29 


per hou : : 
.—Single storey extension “to 
bakery at oe at., for Price Bros (Bakers), 
Ltd. *J. Riley & Sons, 59, Forge-la., Bradford, 
Manchester iL. 
Middieton.— Remora! of second floor, rebuild- 
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ing front elevation and side walls at Masons’ 
Arms Hotel, Market-pl., for Wilsons Brewery, 
Ltd., Monsall-rd.. Newton Heath. 8. C. Emer- 
son, resident architect. Brewery Offices, New- 
ton Heath: *Building Dept., Wilsons Brewery, 
ia. Monsall-rd., Newton Heath, Manchester 



















UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 
MAPS OF LONDON DISTRICT— 
AVAILABLE TO BUILDERS 


Showing Labour Exchanges (Indexed), 
£1.0.0 post free. 








ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


"Phone or write: 
Secretary: 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1. 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 fines) 
Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb. London” 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 







THE BUILDER 


.—68 houses at various sites, for 
T.C. J. Pollard (Lo, Boro’ A. Quantities by 
Alexander Leach (A.) :— 
H. & J. R. Bradshaw, Manchester 9... £96,239 


Schofield & Thompson, Ltd., Oldham ... 88,677 
Unit Construction Co., Knutsford ... 83,904 
Ww Gray (1933), Ltd., rn. 
Lancs... ... 83,079 
J. Gerrard & Sons, Swinton... ... 82,669 
Hobson & Sons, Ltd., Nottingham ... 82,569 
Moston Brick and Bidg. Co., Moston, 
Manchester 10 . 82,327 
“Middleton Master Builders’ Association, 
Per Taylor & Davies, Park-ia., 
Oldham-rd., Middleton 80,900 
Newcastie-on-Tyne.— Erection of ’ gingle- storey 
shed on Quayside, for City Council. P. Parr. 
City E.: *Wright ‘Anderson & Co., Ltd., Gates- 
head, £13,425. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Erection of workshop 
and filling station at Millers-rd. and Shields- 
rd., for W. Robinson: *Alnwick Construction & 
Engineering Co., Ltd., Alnwick. 

Newhaven.—12 bungalows at Meeching estate, 
for U.D.C.. Alwyn Underdown, Eastbourne, 
architect : tS. Whyte, 28, Rose- walk, Newhaven. 
£12,612 (subject to M.H. approval). 

Northfleet.—42 houses at New House Farm 
estate. E. & S., Council Offices. 


Unera Construction Co., Ltd., W.14_ ... £69,048 
C. & D. J. Barwell, New Eltham 66,680 
8. Bridger, Northfleet 4 64,241 
L. R. Obee, Northfleet .. ... 62,770 
Gorham (Contractors), Ltd., Goring- 
by-Sea ... Pi ics ew oie coy. 
J. Cauldwell Walker, Bromley ... 60,108 
Hawker-Smith, Ltd., Bexleyheath 59 434 
*Colcrete, Lid., Gun- la., Strood. Kent... 59,362 
North Riding. —Conversion of Quarry Bank, 
Malton, into police station, for C.C.: *Jaram & 


Sons, Scarborough, £5,717. 
Oakham.—Eight houses at Westfield estate, for 


U.D.c. F. J. Lenton & Partners, architects, 
16, Broad-st., Stamford, Lincs: *J. 8S. Clark, 
9 Penn-st., Oakham, Rutland, £10,062. 


Road End 


Oldham.—Alterations at Café, 


Greenfield. Fred Thorpe & Whyman {P. & A.). 
Barclays Bank-chbrs., Church-la.: *Mayall & 
Perrins, 176, Oldham-rd., Oldham. 


Springhead, 
U.D.C 


Omagh.—34 houses for ; *John F. 
M’Call, Dunmurry, Belfast, £59,903. 

Rhayader.—12 houses at Newbridge-on-Wye, 
for R.D.C. S. N. Shrimpton & Son, Knighton, 
Rads: *J. R. Hopton & Son, Llandrindod 
Wells. £16,632. 


St. Pancras.—Erection of dwellings at Cromer- 
st., housing scheme with necessary site works, 
for B.C.: *Stewart & Partners, Ltd., 250,929 
(subject to necessary consents). 


ae 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one has withstood 


HEAVY THUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 
JNO. JONES (STEEL-CRETE) L? 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, 
Loades, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLbern 8011 














8 
pe be 


Joinery Works, 


* 


December 17 1948 






e.—35 houses at Norton estate. for 
*Structo, Ltd., Birmingham, £41,100 (sub- 
“ject to M.H. approval). 

Sunderiand 


nd.—Office extensions at 
Back Dunelm: 


Cedric 
*Randle & Co., 


Back Dunelm, Sunderland. 
Urmston.—34 houses and flats at Woodsend 


estate, 


Section 
E. L. Leeming. M.Inst.C.E 
Offices, Crofts Bank-rd. : 

Lid., 554, Barton-rd., Stretford, 


i, os for U.D.C. 
& S., Council 
*J. ’ Maunders & Sons, 


nr. Manchester. 


at Flixton, 
E. 


Warrington.—31 houses at Dallam Farm 
estate, for T.C. J. Hughes, M-Inst.C.E., 
B.S.::*J. BR. aee Ltd., Manchester-rd., War- 
rington, £35,65 


Wells-next- the-Sea. —Four lock-up spope a 
R. 


flats over at 
Mountergate, Norwich. 


Bond (F.), 


by Robert O. 
Fakenham, Norfolk, £9,366 


ham), Ltd., 


West Hart 


Northfield-la.. for U.D.C 


Quantities 8 


Bond: tFisher & Sons (Faken- 


—16 houses at Seaton-la. 


lepool 
estate, three at Heathfield-dr. and six at Oxford- 


rd., for T.C. 
cipal-bldgs. : 


S. M. Richmond, Boro’ A., Muni- 
*Direct Labour. 


w be.—30 houses and 10 bungalows and 
incidental works at Hazlemere site, for R.D.C. 


J. M. Smith 
28, High-st., 
Lid., 


(F.), M.I.Mun.-E., 
High Wycombe : 


Architect & §. 
*H. G. Wheeler. 


Penn, Bucks. 














a ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING co. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


HIRE 
CRADLES 








FLOORS | 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Point _— roesacaa $.W.18 


Victoria Works, 








Boyle's -."r.- Ventilator 








OVER TWO MILLION 


IN USE 








ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 


Tel.: LADbroke 2879 

















GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


CAMBERWELL 


HEAD OFFICE : 
34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 
Tel. ; CHAncery 7901-3 


LIMITED 



























































